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For those of you who missed the July IPNA meeting, I wanted to 
provide an outline of the proposed MR-MU zoning ordinances 
that we discussed. Before we get to the text of the ordinances 
themselves though, let’s start with a definition of missing middle 
housing. Simply put, missing middle housing occupies the realm 
between single-family houses and mid-to-high rise apartment 
buildings. Inman Park already has many examples of missing middle 
homes including our numerous duplexes, our mid-20th century 
2-story apartment buildings, and our 21st century townhomes. From 
my perspective, the proposed expansion of MR-MU zoning may 
allow for more neighborhoods to adopt some of the character and 
diversity that makes Inman Park so desirable. Of course, nothing 
compares to the original!

Let’s take a closer look at the ordinances and answer a few FAQ:

21-O-0454 re-zones all properties within 1/2 mile of MARTA to 
MR-MU (multi-family multi units) to promote a variety of housing 
options and increase affordability near transit. NOTE: the ½ mile 
distance is measured by walking distance, not by drawing a radius 
around the station. This means much less of the neighborhood is 
impacted by the potential rezoning than we initially understood.

21-O-0455 amends the city’s Comprehensive Development Plan 
(CDP) to redesignate these same properties from low density 
residential to medium residential to allow for the rezoning to 
MR-MU.

21-O456 amends residential zoning classifications to:
• Provide opportunities for density bonuses if developers (or 

homeowners) reserve one or more units as affordable housing 
using 60% AMI (average median income) for rental and 80% 
AMI for sale. The affordability bonus requires a minimum of 20 
years commitment on the rental and sale units. 

• Remove all minimum parking requirements in R-4, R-4A, R-4B, 
and R-5.

• Allow construction of additional accessory dwelling units 
within the actual building envelope regardless of zoning. FAR 
restrictions will no longer apply but the square footage of the 
units is regulated. It also allows for zero-lot line construction of 
the detached ADU’s

Q: Does the MU in MR-MU zoning mean “mixed use?”
A: No, the MU notation means multi-units (multiple residential 
dwelling units in one building.) There’s nothing in the proposed 
ordinances that would rezone residential properties to commercial 
use. 

Q: Does 
MR-MU 
zoning 
allow tall 
buildings 
next to 
single and 
two-story 
homes?
A: No, the 
height 
restriction 
for MR-
MU will 
be the 
same as 
for single 
family 
housing – 35’ max. measured from average grade at the perimeter of 
the building to the mid-point of the roof slope for pitched roofs.

Now, of course, the details of how we balance welcoming more 
neighbors to Inman Park without erasing a half century’s work in 
restoring our historic fabric will be a challenge. Fortunately for us, 
the neighborhood chose to create an historic preservation zoning 
ordinance nearly two decades ago that protects us from demolition 
of contributing structures. Of course, growth and change always 
bring unforeseen consequences – resisting change does too though. 
Please know that IPNA will be carefully following these proposed 
ordinances and helping to craft the final draft.  I’m optimistic that 
Inman Park will have resourcefulness to lead the way on missing 
middle housing. 

By Amy Higgins • President@inmanpark.org
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2021 Inman Park 
Book Club

Meets at 7:00 pm on the last Tuesday of most months.

 Most book selections are available at our neighborhood 
bookstore:

A Cappella Books
208 Haralson Ave, Inman Park

10% Discount! Shop local!

Get your IPNA vinyl banners, 
cloth masks and Historic 

Inman Park (HIP) stickers for 
sale at Intown Business Center

Aug 31 “The Book of Lost Names“
by  Kristin Harmel 

Bunny Lenhard, outside at The 
Water Tower Park

Condolences to the family of 
Maurine Pittman, a long time 
early resident of Inman Park, 

who passed away June 6.

Condolences to the family 
and friends of Nancy Boyd, 

an Inman Park supporter and 
advocate, who passed away 

July 1.

If you are new to Inman Park, welcome! 
We’re so glad you’re here.

Please contact the IPNA hospitality chair at
hospitality@inmanpark.org

Also, if you have personal news or a life event 
to share, the Hospitality Committee would 

love to hear about it and recognize you in the 
Advocator. 

Get in touch!

Inman Park neighbor volunteers are ready 
to assist anyone needing short-term help. 
For example:

•  Getting to medical appointments
•  Preparing meals or help with pets 
while  recovering from illness
•  Managing daily activities

Visit www.inmanpark.org/
lifelonginmanpark
Contact Linda Gross (404-545-5222) or 
Jackie Lawrence (404-272-0024)

Neighbor to Neighbor

Sep 28 “The Vanishing Half“
by  Brit Bennett

John Floyd, 116 Elizabeth St.,
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IPNA 
Calendar

Aug 26

Book Club

See page 4 
for details

Aug 31

Aug 18 IPNA Meeting
Zoom

7:30 p.m.

NPU-N Meeting

Zoom
7:00 p.m.

IPNA Meeting

Zoom
7:30 p.m.

Gardener’s Corner/Corner a Gardener
By Yr. Editrix  • advocator@inmanpark.org

In which Yr. Editrix corners a gardener and asks a few dumb questions. This month’s 
Cornered Gardener is Steve Ray of Lake Avenue! 

Yr. Editrix: Good morning Steve! We are in August officially and seeing August 
blooms and listening to peaceful music in this paradise of a yard! What is this purple 
flower?

Steve Ray: 
That is passion 
flower. I got 
this from Don 
Jacobs who 
died at the 
age of almost 
100 years 
old. He lived 
in Clarkston 
and had an 
incredible 
garden. This 
one may have 
come from 
the Himalayas, 
he did bring 
some back. We 
have a native 
similar to this, 
but it ’s not 
as large and 
not as purple. 
I also have a 
fruiting variety 
on the trellis 
over there—
another type of 
passion flower. 
The flowers are 
white with a blue center and the fruits are showy but the birds already cleaned them 
up.
YE: This garden is definitely a secret treasures everywhere sort of garden. What is this 
orange berry/fruit?
SR: Jerusalem cherry. A friend of mine had one in his yard in East Atlanta growing 
kind of wild so I put one here and one pops up here and there.
YE: Would you characterize this as a specimen garden then?
SR: Yes! I have three of the five oldest living species in my back yard. I have a lot of 
rare plants, some may not even be at the botanical gardens. I have a dove tree—on 
the side of the house. This is a beauty berry with bright purple berries and it flowers. 
The one I just moved here is struggling with white berries that look almost like 
pearls. The one there came from the farm in Mississippi where I grew up.
YE: Is that a yew in the corner there?
SR: That is a dragon’s eye pine. It ’s one of my favorites. I cut it back a little bit…if the 
city would ever pick this up after six to eight weeks [gesturing to yard bags]…
YE: It wants to curve over the sidewalk and make a bower sort of.
SR: This is Chinese lantern. 

Sep 23
NPU-N Meeting

Zoom
7:00 p.m.

Want to keep up with local events, civic 
activism, and neighborhood content 

related to Inman Park? Join our Inman 
Park Google Group with almost 1000 

subscribers. Email admin Patty Durand 
at pdurand@bellsouth.net to join.

Inman Park 
Residents:

Sep 15

Book Club

See page 4 
for details

Sep 28

(continued on page 11)
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Speak for the Trees: The Mighty Oak

L5PCAC August Events
The Little Five Points Center for Arts & Community has a great schedule of events coming up for August! For more information about events or to 
schedule your next event at the Little Five Points Center for Arts and Community, contact us 404-522-2926 or Little5pcc@gmail.com.    

By Jim Abbot • abbot.jim@gmail.com

Lynn Curtis Koehnemann is our wonderful arboretum coordinator. Recently she asked for help in identifying one of our oak trees. That got me 

thinking about oaks. 

Do you know an oak when you see it? Of course you do. The classic shape of the leaf gives it away: in many (but not all) species of oak, the 

leaves have those distinctive lobes, either rounded (the white oak group) or pointy (the red oak group). 

Oaks are flat-out amazing trees. They’ve been 

around for some 56 million years, are native 

to 90 countries around the world, and live 

in nearly every ecosystem on Earth, from 

deserts to tropical jungles to cloud forests. 

In the Quercus genus there are an estimated 

430 species, of which 91 are native to the 

United States and 33 of those to Georgia. 

( Thirty-three!)

I said “amazing.” According to entomologist 

Doug Tallamy, more than 900 species of 

moths and butterflies begin their lives as 

caterpillars on oak trees. Consider also that 

a single oak tree can produce thousands of 

acorns in a year, such that someone once 

described acorns as “the cheeseburger of the 

forest ecosystem.” Put aside the benefits to 

us humans, e.g., the cooler temperatures, the 

oxygen we breathe, the sheer beauty of these 

towering trees. Oaks have an enthusiastic fan 

club among other animals, too. 

What accounts for the success of the oak? Well, let me turn directly to the experts: “accumulation of large reservoirs of diversity within 

populations and species; ability for rapid migration contributing to ecological priority effects on lineage diversification; high rates of 

evolutionary divergence within clades combined with convergent solutions to ecological problems across clades; and propensity for 

hybridization, contributing to adaptive introgression and facilitating migration” (Kremer and Hipp, 2020, emphasis added). 

Does this ex-humanities professor know exactly what that means? Of course not. But this much seems reasonably clear: oaks prosper because 

they are perfectly ready to cross boundaries, as it were, whenever they need to, whether that’s a boundary between one habitat and another 

(migration) or between different species within the Quercus genus (hybridization). In other words, you could never call an oak tree a stick in 

the mud. 
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The Little Five Points Center for Arts & Community has a great schedule of events coming up for August! For more information about events or to 
schedule your next event at the Little Five Points Center for Arts and Community, contact us 404-522-2926 or Little5pcc@gmail.com.    

Inman Park Education Committee Meeting
By Julie Noble • junoble@yahoo.com

The Inman Park Education Committee met on Tuesday, July 20 to discuss and summarize the recent proposed changes to school districting 

in the Grady Cluster. Official minutes were not recorded, but below is a summary of questions asked, comments made, and topics covered for 

those who were not able to attend.

Q: Do the boundary zones for elementary schools change with the 4/5 academy plan? A: No. With the 4/5 academy plan, all schools keep their 

same zones.

Q: What are the levers of influence? Who are the decision makers? A: The BOE, Super and administration at APS. Q: Who should be 

communicating with these entities? A: Everyone should - contact information has been available and will continue to be shared.

Q: We like the 4/5 academy idea. How can we “sell” that to other neighborhoods? A: That’s difficult, as few neighborhoods outside of IP want 

this plan.

Q: How can we be more unified and send a stronger message? A: Like other neighborhoods, IP is not monolithic in opinion or desires 

but we should keep the discussion open to prioritize and decide which items are most important to the neighborhood, keeping realistic 

expectations.

C: Given the history (and Inman Park’s involvement) of Mary Lin’s improvement over the past 20 years, we should try to consider the needs of 

ALL kids in the Grady Cluster, and not just Inman Park kids. 

Q: Does APS lose money while Inman Middle building is empty? A: No, Morningside is in there now while their school is being renovated. 

Q: What is the targeted plan? A: Ask for more community engagement from APS, more transparency and communication as they reach 

decisions.

Q: Is there any sense in asking APS to revisit the 5/6 academy idea (Inman Parks’s preferred option from Feb 2020 position paper), since it 

seems to solve more problems in cluster overcrowding with less pain? A: Probably no harm in asking, but the domino effect of that plan 

(6th moved out of Howard creates empty seats unless 9th moved out of Midtown into Howard, and APS unwilling to change high school 

configuration) is very complex for APS, so it might be a waste of energy.

C: We need more action items.

Q: In DC, politicians pay attention when there is a volume of emails/phone calls about an issue. Can we try to provide maximum 

communication to APS/BOE to sway their decision? A: Yes. The contact information for all entities is available and everyone should send their 

opinions. 

Q: The pandemic disrupted kids’ education and this redistricting plan will further disrupt their learning if they are changing schools in 2 years. 

Can we ask them to delay/reconsider the timeline? A: We can and should bring that to their attention; however, this redistricting plan has 

been in the works for more than 10 years.

Q: Can we ask for the renovation/improvement of Hope Hill to rise on the list as a priority for APS? A: Yes. The contact information for all 

entities is available and everyone should send their opinions.

Q: The position paper is perhaps too complex and should be distilled to fewer priorities to be stronger. Although Inman Park represents 

less than 8% of the Cluster population, can we still have influence over their decisions? A: It ’s hard to say how much influence our small 

neighborhood can have, but every stakeholder can and should give their opinion. [Note: IP actually represents 2.7% of the cluster population. 

See below*]

Q: Given the history of Inman Park, our cohesive structure as a neighborhood and our involvement in making Mary Lin the school it is today, 

shouldn’t our top priority be preventing the split of IP down the middle? A: Yes! The 2021 position paper stressed that avoiding this split was 

our strongest wish.

Q: Can we perhaps align with the Midtown community, to see if our wishes (not wanting to be split, worry about adequacy and space of HH 

facilities) are similar? A: Connecting with other neighborhoods is a great idea. Let’s continue to do that.

Q: Can we think about other school communities within the Cluster and work on finding “Common Good” as common ground? 

* Total Midtown Cluster as of 2019/20 school year (Midtown 1,468 Howard 1,120 Centennial 799 SPARK 782 MES 946 Lin 708 HH 336) is 6,159. 

The 169 Inman Park kids represent 2.74% of the student population.

Of additional interest: two editorials from GradyMidtown students, writing for The Southerner, that discuss different paths:

https://thesoutherneronline.com/81816/comment/head-to-head-what-should-aps-do-with-the-vacant-inman-facility/

And as a journey back in time, here’s a Patch article from Dec 2011 discussing capacity issues. Deja vu!

https://patch.com/georgia/vahi/springdale-morningside-parents-voice-concerns-over-re6b041722ed
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Meet Inman Park’s Oaks!

Oaks are a keystone species, providing food and shelter for many 
insects, birds, and mammals. In addition to habitat value, our oaks 
in Inman Park are beautiful, delight us with brilliant fall color, and 
have interesting histories.  Trees Atlanta has made an important 
contribution to our oak population, planting more than 220 oak trees 
here in the past 15 years.

On the impressive Inman Park Arboretum Walking Tour, one tree, in 
particular, inspires a stunned silence.  It is the massive willow oak just 
west of the Trolly Barn and behind the house at  #951 Edgewood. One 
almost expects an elf to emerge from the enormous, entwined trunk 
of this fascinating tree. Willow oaks (Quercus phellos) can grow two 
feet a year in height and start gaining girth after about fifty years. 
This tree’s younger companion willow oak, at the curb on Edgewood, 
is a more familiar form.

The Allée of live oaks on Elizabeth approaching the mansions at 
the corner of Euclid is also arresting. Planted by Joel Hurt about 
1890, these oaks frame both the street and Candler Mansion in an 
iconic way. These live oaks are those most likely portrayed in Koch’s 
perspective map “A Bird’s Eye View of Atlanta” published in 1892.   
In an 1890 letter to Joel Hurt, Frederick Law Olmsted, Sr. urged 
the planting of “handsome umbrageous” trees.  Joel Hurt grew up 
in Hurtsboro, Alabama thirty miles from Columbus, GA.  Live oaks 
(Quercus virginiana) are native to the lower coastal plain (not the 
Georgia Piedmont)  but these grand trees with massive, horizontal, 
arching branches have endured here in Inman Park.  Live oaks retain 
their leaves in the winter; the brief period of leaf drop in the spring 
is to make way for new leaves.  Larger in diameter than that of any 
other oak in Georgia, this is a symbolic regional tree.
 

At #100 N. Waverly Way, we have a notable specimen of white oak 
- the most common species of oak in North Georgia.   Native tree 
advocate and entomologist Doug Tallamy claims the white oak 
(Quercus alba) as his favorite tree - one reason is the remarkably 
large number of insects it hosts.  You might have seen quartersawn 
white oak used in Mission-style furniture.   White oaks were cleared 
for agriculture and lumber - reducing the population.  As a result, 
the red oak group as a whole is more abundant today than they were 
when the European settlement of North America began. White oak 
leaves have rounded lobes and rounded sinuses while red oak leaves 
are distinctive with pointed ends and bristle tips.

The majestic water oak (Quercus nigra) inside Freedom Park Trail 
at Austin Avenue is a reminder of the road wars.  This very large 
tree is one of several remaining where more than 500 homes were 
demolished by GDOT in the 1960s for a planned parkway. Residents 
fought for decades to prevent the construction that would have 
bisected the neighborhood. After decades of controversy and 
activism, the land was made part of Freedom Park, thus ending the 
“war”.  

Water oak is a type of red oak. The various types of red oaks can be a 
challenge to identify as they sometimes hybridize. For example, the 
red oak at Schoolhouse Lofts on Edgewood is probably a Shumard 
oak (Quercus shumardii), but the immature acorns this July make the 
ID a bit tricky.  It takes two years for the Shumard oak to develop its 
acorns. If the leaves and acorns of a tree don’t give a clear indication 
of its identity, the bark, buds, twigs, tree shape, soils, drainage and 
understory plants can also be very helpful.

Trees Atlanta has planted more than 220  of our favored native oaks 
throughout Inman Park.  A delightful cluster of 33  
of these oaks is located in Freedom Park north of 
North Highland Avenue and includes 16 white oaks 
and  17 red oaks comprised of (2 Nuttall oaks, 7 
northern red oaks, and 8 Shumard Oaks.  Another 
grouping on Euclid, in front of Bass Lofts, has 5 
overcup oaks, 1 bur oak, 2 Nuttall oaks, and 1 live 
oak.   Twenty cherrybark oaks with their pagoda-
shaped leaves were installed at the Bass Recreation 
Center.  Another group of 20 various oaks was 
placed around Poplar circle near Euclid.   On Spruce 
Street Trees Atlanta has planted eight Cathedral live 
oaks (Quercus virginiana ‘Cathedral’).  Grown from 
cuttings to ensure a uniform size and appearance, 
the Cathedral live oak’s upright and more narrow 
growth habit is better suited for street tree planting 
than the traditional live oak.    

Here is a link to the Trees Atlanta interactive map 
and the complete list of the living oaks planted all 
over Inman Park.  https://tinyurl.com/4j59zz8v

By Lynn Curtis Koehnemann • lkoehnemann@gmail.com

1892 birdseye map of Inman Park, with original oaks



10  •  Inman Park Advocator  •  August 2021

Springvale Park Update: Trees Falling
By Beau Weidman  • g.weidman@comcast.net

Many trees have fallen during the last year in addition to 
the ones downed during recent years. There is a theory 
that adjacent trees will come down following the loss of 
a significant one. Wind effects and sun exposure changes 
become less hospitable. Maybe this is just urban legend or 
maybe our tree knowledgeable friends can comment. For 
whatever reason, the Waverly Way hillside between our little 
“Charm” rhododendron and tall Loblolly pine is very much 
affected. The pondside trail is now blocked and for months the 
City has scheduled the abatement of the fall. 

     Don’t forget to put the Oktoberfest and Columbus Day 
workdays 
on your 
Saturday 
calendars. 
Details 
coming in 
September. 
By then there 
should be a 
dry lawn for 
concerts and 
movies. 

Children and their grandparents continue to plant azaleas. 
Visit www.springvalepark.org for the latest information and to 
donate. 

And Speaking of Springvale...

Resident Eileen Rhea Brown notes 
that it is very nice to see new life in 
an old tree.  The beautiful old water 

oak that once stood at the edge 
of Springvale’s pond now forms a 
graceful and natural playspace for 
Inman Park’s youngest residents.

Inman Park Parents!

Want to stay in the 
know about current APS 
(and other parenthood-
based) news? Join the 

Inman Park Parent 
Google Group to 

hear the latest. Email 
junoble@yahoo.com to 

join.

Calling All Volunteers!

High Schoolers, do you need volunteer 
hours?

Help clean up the future site of the Little 
Five Points Community Center Garden. 

August 14th from 9am-12pm, in the back 
parking lot of the center.

It’ll take three hours, but we’ll need a 
dedicated bunch to tackle this clean-
up project.  Please sign up using this 
link, and you’ll receive updates as we 
approach the date.  https://forms.gle/

U4Wpvxbaqzohbgbj8
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Wild for five minutes per day, then takes it 
easy for the remainder.

Doggo 
the 

Month:
 

Elsa

Of note: Kadampa 
Meditation Center 

Georgia on Edgewood 
Ave. has a special 

reopening event and 
open house on Sunday, 

August 29

Corner a Gardener, con’t
YE: You see these in the store sometimes—they are so decorative. Because it ’s August we are starting to see the color change on them to this 
nice autumnal pumpkiny color.
SR: They should keep doing that through October, until frost. Although they are supposed to get up to 18 inches or so, this one grows so high 
I will probably have to move it to the back because it gets up and falls over the sidewalk. It does like sun. I wish this were blooming--this is 
a hibiscus, it ’s called Heart of Darkness. It ’s kind of a peach with almost a black center. It ’s gorgeous. It would already be blooming except I 

overwintered it and didn’t get it out in time. This is the bignonia, it will be solid 
orange flowers in the spring. It usually flowers during festival. Crossvine is the 
common name.
YE: And that’s a good festival bloomer?
SR: This is hardy amaryllis, it blooms around festival as well, bright red. This one is 
Asiatic jasmine, I love the colors. I think it ’s called Sunset.
YE: Because it ’s red on the top. It looks really unusual—you’d think the variegated 
leaves would be enough but then it pops up with this beautiful red. Here’s a little 
ground cover to make your border. This is a popular through way, I should mention, 
and I imagine a lot of things get squashed by drunken wanders.
SR: That happens.
YE: I want to know one thing, and I know all readers will wish to know. What is the 
story with the dragon?
SR: I just wanted an unusual mailbox. Sometimes I find quarters [in the dragon’s 
open palms].
YE: People leave him offerings? He’s like a deity of the street! Does he have a name?
SR: No, I’ve never named him. I should name him. Sir Ewan would be cool, like Ewan 
McGregor.
YE: He has a fierce and noble look. Scottish, definitely Ewan. What is that?
SR: That is datura. It has a big purple flower with a white center, like someone took 
a purple lily and tucked a white tissue paper into it.
YE: Datura is such a warlocky thing to grow.
SR: Yes it is. I’ve got a yellow one that hasn’t bloomed yet too, in fact I’ve never seen 
a yellow one—I got it at Randy’s nursery. 
YE: What is the big tree in the middle?
SR: That’s a cypress. It was called a dwarf, people said it would only get this big, 
well…not quite! There is a tree on either side called boulevard cypress, with blue 

foliage. This one is tea olive, fragrant twice a year, smells like orange blossoms. I just cut the base out so it would be more of a tree. This is 
American beech—I’m going to graft them together and make a living fence.
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IPNA Meeting Minutes: July 21, 2021
President Amy Higgins called the IPNA meeting to order at 7:30 
p.m.

Participants varied over course of meeting, peak attendance 
between 65-70 people. 

Welcome/Introduction of newcomers: Nannette Vaughn (Euclid 
Ave.); Louise and Randy Bayles (Inman Village Pkwy.)  

Police officers’ report: 
• Ofc Webb filling in for Sgt. Moody, cautioned neighbors 

about increased vehicle break-ins. Street racing and donuts 
at intersection are being addressed by special police unit, 
dispersing incidents, and impounding cars. 

• Sgt Tom Soukup spoke about success with the Saturday & 
Sunday joint detail with Georgia State Patrol (GPS) (APD 
not allowed to chase, but GSP can). Not as many incidents, 
and word getting out about chasing & impounding cars. 
Only call 911 if you see racing or cars gathering, they have 
been responding and taking reports seriously. Sgt Roach 
(new officer introduced last month) is bike certified, so 
neighborhood can expect to see more bike patrols. 

Minutes of last meeting: (First and second motions to support & 
unanimous approval)  

Announcements: 
• Ballroom dancing events on the nights of July 24th and 

31st at the Little 5 Points Center for Arts & Community 
(L5PCAC) in the café space 7:00-9:30p. Tickets 
$15: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ballroom-dancing-
extravaganza-tickets-161685328169?aff=ebdssbdestsear
ch 

• Carol Mitchell provided an update on the community garden 
planned for behind L5PCAC. 

• Aug 14th – Volunteer workday to clear parking. Welcome 
donations of any gardening equipment, especially looking 
for a donated shed. Please drop off all donations to David 
Shorter. Will be announced on Googlegroup and Next Door 
for volunteers

• Aug 25th - Clean-up day with Little 5 Points Community 
Business Association. 

• COVID and STI testing at L5PCAC this weekend (July 24/25)
• Cathy Bradshaw – Big yard sale this Saturday (July 24, 9am-

2pm) at 206 and 207 Hurt Street. 

Extra agenda items:
• Jane Bradshaw Burnette has been nominated for 2022 Inman 

Park Festival Chair. (First and second motions to support & 
unanimous approval) 

• L5P Halloween Festival “Monsterfest,” October 16-17 to be 
hosted by L5P Business Association. No parade, smaller 
event and smaller street closures (Euclid to Moreland to 
Washita). Doesn’t require vote of support, but neighborhood 
voted in favor to show support. https://www.l5phalloween.
com/  

Elected officials’ report from Amir Farokhi:
• Restrictions against street racing are only in State law not 

within Atlanta, and fines are minimal ($50-75). If neighbors 
would like to see this changed, they should email their 
elected officials. 

• Amir follows-up and shares lists of missed trash pick-ups with 
public works daily, encourages neighbors to continue to reach 
out to him with any issues. 

• Overview of three pieces of legislation Amir is endorsing and 
moving forward to address issues around homeownership, 
affordable housing and growing density concerns within 
Atlanta. 

Proposal #1: Permit to allow for attached accessory dwelling units 
(ADU) in R4, R4a, R4b, R5 zoned neighborhoods. Build outs, both 
attached and detached would be permissible. Includes basement 
apartments, carriage house, and sub-units may be sold separately 
from the primary residence. 
Proposal #2: Remove parking requirements for new 
developments. Developer will plan for what’s needed, based 
on what will sell. Need to re-think the way this is done as some 
neighborhoods are becoming less dependent on cars. 
Proposal #3: Rezone within a ½ mile from transit station to allow 
sub-division to 1-4 units by right. Up to 8 if one is affordable. If 
2 of units are affordable, can split into up to 12 units. Can’t build 
bigger than what is permitted on the property, but this rezoning 
will allow for more than one structure. Historic design standards 
(specific to Inman Park, other historic neighborhoods) would 
overlay this rezoning and be the governing document. There is a 
need to figure out how to address historic homes across the city, 
to ensure neighborhood character is maintained with increased 
development. Other neighborhoods are considering adopting a 
historic code (i.e. Candler, Ansley)

Comments/Questions: 
• NPU will be collecting feedback in August, and in September 

will be asked to vote on legislation. The 3 proposed 
legislation proposals are trying to be lighter touch than 
other cities that are approaching these issued with blanket 
legislation to single family zoning. 

• Question to clarify setbacks: 10 ft rear, 5 ft side, no set back 
on front yard. Height is same (35ft) for prior zoning in R4 & 
R5. 

• Question about affordable housing and how we can increase 
the availability through these proposals (lower AMI or create 
low income vouchers)? Currently 60% AMI rent or 80% 
AMI for sale. Vouchers are already offered through Atlanta 
housing and Federal housing programs.  

• Request for Amir to speak to concerns around fair, affordable 
housing, transportation, and education. Amir wants to see 
different price points available across city and noted the 
opportunity with 35% of land area, 65% of housing market. 

• Question about school board property and how much vacant 
city property is available? Amir shared Atlanta housing is 
already looking at and planning for downtown lots and old 
Civic Center. Atlanta housing is sitting on a lot of land, and 
they are looking for large developer. They haven’t developed 
anything in over a decade, which is an issue and needs to 
change. 

• Question about current infrastructure in Atlanta and ability 
to scale with increased development and density? Amir 
stated that we can’t wait on infrastructure for this type of 
development. Atlanta is doing well with upgrading and scaling 
sewers, but other infrastructure above ground need more 
attention. Atlanta needs more revenue streams, and property 
taxes are key.

• Question about on street parking and potential impacts 
with this legislation? Amir discussed the variation of each 
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neighborhood’s tolerance for on street parking.  
• Comment to encourage incentivizing the use of existing 

structures across neighborhoods. This is consistent with 
Atlanta city planning documents. 

• Question about which neighborhoods would see biggest 
impacts, if approved as-is? 

• With Proposal #1, not much change, biggest change would 
expand to attached structures.

• With Proposal #3, would want to defer to city planning, 
would impact closest residences to MARTA (map of included 
properties in Inman Park screen shared). 

• Question about plans for the CSX property? Still owned and 
actively used, and CSX retains autonomy and power. No 
intent to sell anytime soon.

• As legislation moves forward, will be reviewed and tracked by 
Regina Brewer and committee.  

IPNA officers’ reports:
VP of Zoning:
• MR-MU zoning ordinance presentation and discussion: 

Deferred presentation on Villa de Gripe 
• NPU coalition: Group presented review and findings of how 

the NPU should function to allow neighborhoods to have 
input. Findings seemed a bit idealistic, and neighborhood will 
continue engagement via Jonathan Miller & Joseph Drolet, 
who are representatives to the NPU coalition.

VP of Historic Preservation:
• 915 Austin Avenue – Type 3 COA and variance - presentation 

and vote by Architect Cooper Pierce (First and second 
motions to support & motion passes with 36 yea/13 nay)

• Height and setback variances requested. Setback 
infringements, pie shaped lot, rectangular house. Side stairs 
within 6” from property line. Lot coverage being reduced 
from 51% to 46%. More of yard pervious to help maintain 
tree, allow for garden. Original chimney being demolished, 
proposal to maintain roof pitch to keep proportions. Raising 
up a little for headroom (7ft, 7” taller).

• Suggestions: Faux chimney to maintain look? Forcing 
chimney will not fit authentically. Encouragement to move 
stairs away from adjacent property, drainage should be 
planned with adjacent property. . 

• Immediate neighbors meeting included 11 attendees, 6-5 
voted in favor of support 

President Amy Higgings:  
• Discussion and vote on return to in-person IPNA meetings at 

Trolley Barn. (specific arrangements TBD)
• Requests made to require masks and provide a virtual option.
• Vote on next month’s meeting in Trolley Barn with condition 

that all attendees wear masks (First and second motions to 
support & motion passes with 27 yea/10 nay)

• Amy will verify if virtual option possible, and will keep meeting 
on Zoom if not possible to do both, so as not to exclude 
anyone. 

• Special budget allocation request and discussion for lighting 
installation in Freedom Park (official vote will take place 
during August IPNA meeting, but straw poll taken – 38 yea)

• Final section – Austin to North Highland. Requesting special 
budget allocation in amount of $57,000.  

• GA Power and others in city want to make it happen. City 
Parks Dept will maintain lights in perpetuity, but Inman Park 
pays for installation.  

• IPNA has funding available, and $150k in reserves. Planned 
work on sidewalks is already allocated and does not impact 

reserve funding levels.  
• Inman Park Wine Stroll: October 23rd from 1:00-6:00pm, 

fundraiser event will be new iteration of Beltline Wine Stroll. 
Event will be moved to the neighborhood, and include wine, 
music and merriment. 

• Lake Avenue sidewalks update: Low curb issues with 
repaving, and little to protect sidewalks from over wash from 
roads. Looking for sustainable ways forward. Will depend on 
how neighbors want to address.

• Reimbursement request for $100 for Education Committee 
(First and second motions to support & unanimous approval)  

VP of Planning:
• Freedom Park Conservancy has accepted Inman Park 

amendments. Presentation to NPU this week, updates 
forthcoming.

 
Security: None.

Treasurer: None.

Communications: None.

Secretary: None.

NPU Report: None.

Committee Reports: 
Transportation Committee Report (Motion to request city adds 
orange barriers back while IPNA develops short & long-term 
solutions. Motion carries with 19 yea/3 nay)

Continued conversation about speed racing and mitigation. 
Barriers in place because space was being used for donuts, and 
vertical poles/bollards could be considered for short term plans. 
Speed limit signs appear to have changed from 35 mph to 25 mph 
along Lake.

“Quiet your ride” signs are currently located in a public right of 
way, which is not allowed. Signs will be moved to private property.

Alison Gordon encouraged exploring options outside of bollards 
for short-term planning. Will meet with Traffic Committee to 
review alternate options to suggest. Other suggestions included 
stationing IP Security Patrol on Lake during the weekend (Tom will 
follow-up), and long-term solution of installing speed cameras. 

Old business/New business: None. 

President Amy Higgins motioned to adjourn at 9:45pm, which was 
seconded & approved. 
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Good to Know
Inman Park Neighborhood 
Association (IPNA) membership:

Websites

Report All Crimes: Call 911

L5P Business Association

Inman Park Neighborhood Association (IPNA) 

membership:  Available to those who live within 

or own property within the boundaries of Inman 

Park. Membership is $5 with online registration at 

inmanpark. org. Membership allows you to vote 

(see bylaws online for details), gives you access to 

the directory and makes you eligible for special 

neighborhood events. In addition to being a member 

of IPNA, you may register for the Inman Park Security 

Patrol (IPSP) which staffs off-duty Atlanta Police officers 

to patrol our neighborhood. There are four levels of 

commitment beginning at $50 per year.

IPNA meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. on the 3rd 

Wednesday of each month at the Trolley Barn.

IPSP membership is based upon a rolling annual 

membership term. Your renewal date is one year from 

your membership date and again every year after that.

IP Security Patrol: 404-414-7802

L5P Mini-Precinct: 404-658-6782

InmanPark.org

InmanParkFestival.org

Facebook.com/InmanPark

Instagram: @inmanpark

www.little5points.com

August 18, 2021
IPNA Meeting • 7:30 p.m. 
Location: Zoom

Agenda

I. Welcome & Introduction of Newcomers

II. Police Officers’ Reports

III. Minutes of Last Meeting

IV. Announcements 

V. Elected Officials’ Reports

VI. IPNA Officers’ Reports

 A. President

 B. Planning

 C. Zoning

 D. Historic Preservation

 E. Public Safety

 F. Communications

 G. Treasurer

 H. Secretary

VII. Committee Reports

VIII. Old Business

IX. New Business

X. Adjourn

Check inmanpark.org the day of the meeting 
for any agenda updates

Want to be a part 
of next month’s 
Advocator?

If you have news to share with your neighbors in the June 

issue of the Advocator, please send your submissions to 

advocator@inmanpark.org before August 20.
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