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President’s Message

Atlanta’s Urban Design
Commission
By Amy Higgins • President@inmanpark.org

For those of you who are new or new-ish to the neighborhood, you
may have noticed that we throw around a lot of acronyms around
here. If you choose to attend our monthly neighborhood meetings
– and I really hope you do! – you may hear a lot about NPUs, ZRBs,
BZAs, and LRBs. This month I wanted to share a brief primer on one
of those acronyms: the UDC. The UDC is Atlanta’s Urban Design
Commission.
As you may know, Inman Park has Historic Landmark District
protection. What does that mean exactly? Primarily it means
that new construction, additions, and exterior renovations to
existing structures must meet the requirements of our historic
district ordinance. Inman Park’s ordinance is part of the city’s
comprehensive zoning ordinance (aka “code”). The Atlanta Urban
Design Commission reviews projects to ensure compliance with
the ordinance before the owners and architects can submit their
drawings for a building permit. Here are a few frequently asked
questions about our ordinance and the UDC:
Q. Who is on the UDC and how are they appointed?
A. The Commission is made up of 11 members including
preservationists, architects, land use attorneys, realtors, landscape
architects, historians, and neighborhood representatives. They are
appointed by the mayor, city council, and council president. They
serve 3-year terms (maximum two terms) and are volunteers as
opposed to city government staff. The Office of Planning assigns
three professional urban planners to assist the Commission
members with their duties.
Q. Are all construction projects in Inman Park reviewed by the UDC?
A. No. Projects that are not visible from a public street or public park
are typically not reviewed by the UDC. They are, of course, reviewed
by the Office of Buildings for compliance with the zoning code, the
tree ordinance, and applicable building codes. For buildings that are
visible from a public street or park, generally on the front and sides
are reviewed. Accessory structures are treated the same way. If they
are not visible from a public street or park, they are not reviewed by
the UDC.

Q. Do
projects
have to be
“approved”
by IPNA or
NPU-N for
the UDC to
review and
render a
judgement.
A.
Applicants
are not
required to
present to
the historic preservation review committee, immediate neighbors or
IPNA, we highly encourage that they do come before these entities
and nearly all applicants follow our suggested process because
they want the neighborhood’s support. The votes taken by the
three neighborhood entities are either to support or oppose. The
neighborhood has no approval authority. The UDC staff reviews
the plans and makes recommendations to the commission for
approval, approval with conditions, deferral (additional information
or changes are needed), or denial. The UDC’s decision is legally
binding and relief from the decision can only found through Fulton
County Superior Court. Applications are rarely denied as the UDC
staff work very hard with applicants to address any concerns/issues
prior to being heard by the full commission.
(continued on page 6)
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Neighbor to Neighbor
Inman Park neighbor volunteers are
ready to assist anyone needing shortterm help. For example:
• Getting to medical
appointments
• Preparing meals or help with
pets while recovering from illness
• Managing daily activities
Visit www.inmanpark.org/
lifelonginmanpark
Contact Linda Gross (404-545-5222) or
Jackie Lawrence (404-272-0024)

2020 Inman Park Book Club
Meets at 7:00 pm on the last Tuesday of most months.
All meetings to be held on Zoom.
Most book selections are available at our neighborhood
bookstore:
A Cappella Books
208 Haralson Ave, Inman Park
10% Discount! Shop local!

Nov 17

“The Bookwoman of
Troublesome Creek“
by Kim Michelle
Richardson
Host: Santosh Nayak
228 Montag Circle

Concerts at the Trolley Barn!
The Trolley Barn is hosting a Candlelight Concert
series each Thursday evening through November 19.
We will have the Gotta Have It food truck on site for
food purchases from 5pm to 9pm. Even if you are not
attending a concert, pop by and grab dinner (or dessert!)
- an easy way to get out of the kitchen and support a
local business. Menu changes weekly.
The Thursday concerts at the Trolley Barn will be at
6pm and 9pm. No tickets are available at the event for
purchase. All tickets must be purchased through www.
feverup.com prior to arriving at the event
Please note all attendees must wear masks throughout
the entire experience time and especially while moving
throughout the venue
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Come experiment with us at our second Inman
Park Porch Party that we call a Zorch Party.
It will be Friday November 20th at 7:30 pm. We
will send the Zoom meeting link the week of
November 16th.
We believe especially during these difficult
times we need to keep connected in our
community. The Zorch Party will give you a
chance to catch up with old friends and meet
new friends.
If you have questions, please contact Stephanie
Sherman at ssherma@emory.edu.

Welcome to Sinclair Ave. new
neighbors Cara and Winn Martin and
daughters
Welcome to Edgewood Ave.,
Angelina and Eric Buzby and one
year old Teddy
If you are new to Inman Park,
welcome!
We’re so glad you’re here.
Please contact the IPNA
hospitality chair at
hospitality@inmanpark.org
Also, if you have personal news
or a life event to share, the
Hospitality Committee would love
to hear about it and recognize you
in the Advocator. Get in touch!

Springvale Park Update: Naughty or Nice?
By Beau Weidman • g.weidman@comcast.net

Following the Memorial Day volunteer days, there was a photo of a two year old
planting an azalea. During the Saturdays after Columbus Day, a twelve year old
planted the shrub in this month’s photo. Great job by our younger friends. Special
thanks to Cam McCaa, Chris & Gabrielle Witmer, Bill Grist and Moira Keller, as well
as all the wonderful contributors. Let’s put our hands in the air and give a special
wave to the residents of “148 Waverly Condominium” ( The Wave) for the extremely
generous financial donation.
The north hillside of Euclid Av. contains a plant beloved by many in Georgia, very
much steeped in the folklore of Cherokees, Creeks, Europeans and Africans. Special to
us, the Cherokee rose is a Festival bloomer. An act of the Legislature made it the state
flower as it was thought to be native. Better history and the development of plant
DNA provided a surprise.
Sir McCartney (not the one who plays a bass) was appointed the first British
ambassador the the United States. During the late 1700s, he brought the rose to the
newly constructed city of Washington DC from his previous business in China. Loving
its new home, immediately it spread almost invasively down to Florida and out to
Texas. Another dominant personality, Nan Ya Hee (the settlers called her Nancy)
joined this plant’s lore as she was born of mixed Cherokee and European families with
her nickname translating as “the Rose”. After her first husband was killed fighting
the Creeks at the Battle of Blood Mtn. GA, as a widow with two small children, she
married the English trader Ward. Other members of his family also married into the
Cherokees. The influence of the native peoples has spread into current landscape
terminology of Springvale’s rhododendrons and azaleas which can be discussed in
succeeding months.

IPNA
Calendar

Nov 17

Book Club

Nov 18

IPNA Meeting

Nov 20

Zoom Porch Party

Dec 16

IPNA Meeting

See page 4
for details

Zoom
7:30 p.m.

See page 4
for details

Zoom
7:30 p.m.

The Cherokee rose has a medium aggressive spread, that is it can not compete with
kudzu or honeysuckle. It can hold its own against potato vines and thorns. Cedars
and junipers serve as its climbing base or it appears as a low shrub. Let’s decide how
it will not be naughty but can best be preserved for the enjoyment of our paying
guests, as its immediate neighbor is the main Festival tent.
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President’s Message (continued from page 1)
Q. If IPNA approval is not required, why do we review projects prior to their UDC hearing date?
A. Among its many roles, IPNA seeks to be a conduit of information from City Hall to the neighborhood. As part of that role, we want to inform
neighbors when projects are being proposed that may impact them. Our neighborhood, through its historic preservation VPs, has worked hard
through the years to establish a good relationship with the staff at the UDC. As a result, they are genuinely interested in our comments and
perspective on projects. Keep in mind though that we cannot expect the UDC to mandate requests that go above and beyond what is required
in the code.
Q. How does the review process work?
A. Once an application has been submitted to the UDC for review, we ask that the owner(s) or architect immediately contact IPNA. Typically
we only have 3 or 4 weeks between the application date and the hearing date so we move as quickly as possible to make the plans available
on the www.inmanpark.org website. The IPNA historic preservation committee reviews the plans and advises the owner and architect if
they notice any possible conflicts with the historic district ordinance. They may also ask questions of the owner and architect and provide
suggestions. IPNA then invites immediate neighbors to a meeting with the owner(s) and architect to review the plans and ask questions.
Identifying and working to resolve conflicts early in the process can often result in better outcomes.
The next stop prior to the UDC hearing is the monthly IPNA meeting where the project is presented to the neighborhood, the results of the
immediate neighbors meeting are reported, and the membership in attendance votes either to support or oppose. The results are passed
along to the UDC along with some context about the reasoning behind the vote. Please remember, individual neighbors are always welcome
to attend the UDC hearing and express their opinions during public comment regardless of how IPNA voted on the application.
Still have questions? Email our VP of Historic Preservation Sara Wittich and she will be happy to provide more information. Historic.
preservation@inmanpark.org.

Thanks for the Music!
Inman Park thanks the Atlanta Musicians’
Orchestra for the free concert in Springvale
Park on October 17.
Learn more about the Atlanta Musicians’
Orchestra at www.amorch.com.
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Arts All Around
By Carolyn Stine McLaughlin • movementartsatl@gmail.com

To celebrate the fantastic visual and performing arts resources we have here in the neighborhood, I am going to endeavor to present a
monthly highlight of activities happening close to home. This column will focus on organizations and individuals that are located here in
Inman Park, Little 5 Points and in our great green spaces, the BeltLine and Freedom Park. You are welcome to email me with events. The lead
time is the 15th of the month for the next month.
If you are out and about from Wednesday - Saturday during the week (11A - 5P), I would recommend taking the time to see what is going on
at Whitespace (814 Edgewood Avenue). Until October 17, don’t miss Whitney Stansell’s A Way Through the Woods and Rachel K.
Garceau’s Methods of Embrace. Both exhibits are excellent. After the 24th, there will be two lens-based exhibits relating to natural themes by
Stephanie Dowda DeMer and Dorothy O’Connor.
Continuing on a lens-based note, make sure to see the Atlanta Celebrates Photography installation on the BeltLine. Pick a time when the
BeltLine is less busy. I know, suppress your laughter. This annual Atlanta event always presents provocative work. The installation is just
north of the intersection of the BeltLine and Irwin Street.
For live virtual performance consider 7 Stages’ Home Brew. Each production includes a virtual broadcast, discussions and an act of service.
The next, TIT, premiers on October 29 and is described as ”a kaleidoscopic visual album about finding one’s voice through acts of radical
compassion.”

Help Beautify Little Five Points!
By Eric Dusenbury • ericdusenbury@gmail.com

Since October 2019 The Little Five Points Alliance has partnered with Georgia Works! to sponsor twice weekly clean-ups of Little Five Points.
For $350 a month The Alliance pays Georgia Works! Crews to clean trash and tidy things up every Tuesday and Friday morning. You may
recognize the Georgia Works! Employees by their bright blue shirts.
Businesses and neighbors have been providing monetary support to the effort but a lot of businesses have been hurt by the pandemic and
don’t have the financial resources to support the cleanings. The Little Five Points Alliance is therefore reaching out to our neighbors to see
if they will help fill the gap. You can financially support these two great
organizations by making a donation at https://donorbox.org/beautify-l5p.
Georgia Works! ends homelessness, criminal recidivism and dependency
through programs aimed at personal development in good habits, work
ethic and character. Georgia Works’ goal is to take chronically homeless
men and help them overcome their barriers, change them as human
beings, making them productive and self sufficient individuals. Each
Georgia Works! participant is housed at its facility for up to a year while
participating in transitional work. Georgia Works! also provides AA/NA
classes, GED classes, support in obtaining a driver’s license, help setting
up a bank account, and life skill preparation courses. Learn more about
Georgia Works! on their website https://www.georgiaworks.net/.
The Little Five Points Alliance is a group of volunteers from the L5P
community plus those who love L5P and have dedicated their time and
expertise to start up a new unified organization for Little 5 Points. The
executive committee is composed of representatives from the Inman Park
Neighborhood Association, the Candler Park Neighborhood Organization,
the Little Five Points Business Association, and the Little Five Points
Community Improvement District (CID). You can learn more about the
Alliance on their website https://l5pa.com/.
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Atlanta Neighborhood Newsletters Join Forces to Form
Writers and Editors Group
By Yr. Editrix • advocator@inmanpark.org

Amazing as it may be, The Advocator is not the only neighborhood newsletter in town! Ours might be the oldest, but there are quite a few
others. The bright young things over in Summerhill have decided to begin a newsletter of their own, and they have a marvelously motivated
editorial team who called up Yr. Editrix and picked
her brain (as well as that of Melissa Miller and
Beverly Miller, no relation) for tips on how to edit
and fund a newsletter and to hear some of our
lessons learned as we moved to self-publishing
in 2020. Summerhill’s new newsletter will be
called Summerhill Rising, and it promises to be
an excellent publication. On October 2, many
of the editors from neighborhood publications
were invited to the first Atlanta Neighborhood
Editor and Writermixer, hosted by Summerhill. Six
different neighborhood newsletter reps were there
and we heard about all the amazing work and
positive development happening in Summerhill. Yr.
Editrix had a great time mixing with editors from
all around town and learning about how everyone
puts together their newsletters. This group plans
to meet up (virtually or socially distanced inperson) on a quarterly basis to keep the sharing of
information free-flowing.

Join Us on Zoom: Lifelong Inman Park Information Sessions
November 13th @ 10:30 AM
Addressing Emotional Issues in Today’s World
Worry, stress and anxiety seem increasingly to be a part of life for many of us. This session will provide some
practical and useful approaches to mental wellness.
Sanjay Shah, JD, PhD Licensed Psychologist and Clinical Forensic Psychology
Anne McSorley, M.S. Licensed Psychotherapist and Board Certified Coach
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83347165424?pwd=REhocWd5NE5mWENXT2EyVEYzUngwd
z09
Meeting ID: 833 4716 5424
Passcode: 262517
December 4th @ 10:30 AM
Resources and Care Options
This session will look at some of the most common resource options for older adults and their families and share
available payment sources.
Moira Keller, LCSW, Geriatric Specialist
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83761556307?pwd=U1lFTVdRWXVyUlZaMlNSRVJ3V29udz09
Meeting ID: 837 6155 6307
Passcode: 026733
Questions contact: Nancy Morrison - nmorrison1214@gmail.com
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Short Term Rentals in Inman Park and the City of Atlanta
By Regina Brewer • zoning@inmanpark.org

At the October IPNA meeting, we discussed Councilman Howard Shook’s proposed ordinance (Z-20-69) that would prohibit any short-term
rentals (31 days or less) in the city. Councilmember Shook has acknowledged that the proposed ordinance is deliberately draconian to force
conversation about short term rentals (STR) that are nuisances and impact the quality of life for residents in Atlanta. There are some rentals
that are used for large parties that involve alcohol, drugs, and guns. Bad operators and no legal mechanism that city can use to shut these
houses down has created this overreaching solution.
Many of you may not know the history of Inman Park being rezoned from industrial and apartment to R-5 (duplex). In 1982, the city adopted
a comprehensive zoning ordinance that created various zoning categories. Each neighborhood needed to be rezoned to reflect the existing
uses. Inman Park became very involved in this effort and former resident Holly Mull worked tirelessly on re-zoning Inman Park to R-5. While
other neighborhoods chose to be re-zoned to R-4 (single family), Inman Park carefully considered all the options and chose to be re-zoned
to duplex zoning because we wanted and needed accessory dwelling units (we called them granny flats) for extra income (to pay for those
endless renovations and repairs) and so that our parents or college aged children could live with us. Furnished, unfurnished, long term, or
short term; we wanted to have all of those options. The proposed ordinance from Councilmember Shook would take our choice away from us.
The IPNA Board reached out to District 2 Councilmember Amir Farokhi to express our opposition and deep concern regarding this “solution”.
Amir also heard opposition from nearly all the neighborhoods in District 2. Along with Councilmembers Jennifer Ide, Matt Westmoreland, and
Andre Dickens, a draft Short-Term Rental Registration ordinance was introduced that requires that owners of these STR’s must register their
properties and pay an accompanying fee. Owners with more than three STR’s, must apply for a business license in the City of Atlanta.
While this new proposal does create a way to keep inventory of the STR’s in the city, it still does not address the city’s need for a legal
mechanism to shut down the bad operators. According to Amir Farokhi, Air BnB has always moved quickly to respond to these situations,
but the city must have the tools to deal with this directly. The IPNA Board will continue to monitor and report on any changes/legislation
regarding STR’s. Both pieces of legislation can be found on the IPNA website in the Blog and on the IPNA Facebook page. If you have any
questions or concerns, please reach out to me at zoning@inmanpark.org.

Free COVID-19/Coronavirus
Testing at the Little 5 Points
Center for Arts & Community
By Jalen McNeal • little5pcc@gmail.com

In response to the global
pandemic, the Little 5 Points
Center for Arts & Community has
partnered with CORE to offer free
COVID-19 testing in an effort
to decrease virus transmission.
CORE is a non-profit that was
established in 2010 as a response
to the catastrophic earthquake in
Haiti, and their mission is to save
lives and strengthen communities
impacted by or vulnerable to
crisis. CORE has conducted over
one million free COVID-19 tests
nationwide, and its volunteers
continue to facilitate free testing
sites to communities across
the nation. The test is a selfadministered, shallow nasal test
available to those with or without
symptoms. Testing is available
to anyone, and results will be
returned by text and/or e-mail in
2-5 days.

To pre-register, text the word
COVID to (678) 802-9624 and
select the Little 5 Points Center
for Arts & Community as the
testing location. Testing is
conducted on a weekly basis
from 10 am-4 pm at L5PCAC–
either on Thursday or Saturday.
The remaining test dates for the
year are listed below. Prior to
leaving for the test site, please
check: CORERESPONSE.ORG/
COVID19-ATLANTA.

Dog of the Month:
Scout Finch

Remaining 2020 COVID-19 Test
Dates:
Saturday, November 7
Thursday, November 12
Saturday, November 21
Saturday, December 5
Thursday, December 10
Saturday, December 19

Likes squirrels, bones, baths.
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Oakland Cemetery: Eastern Gate, Wreath News,
and Holiday Hunt!
By Yr. Editrix • advocator@inmanpark.org

Yr. Editrix doesn’t work for Oakland Cemetery (although it would probably be more fun than her day job), but she’s a superfan of this unique
Atlanta landmark. Therefore, faithful readers of The Advocator are always going to get to hear what’s new around there, especially because it’s
a great outdoors place to visit during COVID.
Big news was that Oakland installed a new East Gate near the intersection of Boulevard and Memorial Drive. For visitors walking from Inman
Park, this was a serious game changer! Access to the grounds were made about a million times easier, as one no longer has to traverse down
Memorial Drive to reach an entry point. As noted by Richard Harker, co-executive director of Historic Oakland Foundation, “ The new gate
re-establishes connections between Oakland Cemetery and the Cabbagetown and Reynoldstown communities and will allow our visitors to
more easily and accessibly explore the beautiful eastern side of Oakland including the recently restored African American and Jewish Burial
Grounds and the large open meadow of Potter’s Field.” Oakland’s preservation webpage gives the interesting history that the stone wall along
the eastern portion was heightened in the early 1900s in order to protect the cemetery. To restore access over a century later, part of the brick
wall on the south border was removed, and salvaged bricks were used to construct a new gateway that features a double swing gate modeled
on Oakland’s historic gates. This work was completed in the summer of 2020, and Oakland has just installed a bench, trash can, new signage,
and more. The new sign features a map of the cemetery, hours of operation, a bulletin board for announcements. Come visit the new gate and
revel in your easy access to this treasure of Atlanta.
Yr. Editrix loves a good wreath and vows to keep this neighborhood abreast of all pertinent Wreath News. From November 1 through
December 15, you may order your fresh and fragrant Fraser fir wreaths from Historic Oakland Foundation’s annual wreath sale. They suggest
that one might use this wreath to “decorate your home or your family plot” which I think is a very nice idea. If you have a plot right there in
Oakland, just walk right over and put your wreath on it! No, actually, what you must do is let them know you want the wreath placed on your
plot when you place your order, and Oakland will do so for you at no additional charge. Be aware that these handcrafted wreaths are sourced
from a North Carolina farm and come complete with a lovely red velvet ribbon. You may even embellish your wreath with a bundle of freshly
picked mixed greenery harvested from Oakland’s gardens, magnolia stems, and more, also available for order. Preorder your wreath and
Oakland Cemetery-sourced greenery online for best selection at: https://oaklandcemetery.com/event/wreath
I am very excited for the Holiday Hunt Scavenger Hunt! Starting November 21, purchase your printable Holiday Hunt packet online (one
per team), download, print, and follow
all-new cryptic clues to solve riddles. No
reservations are required to participate.
Choose from three different packets,
organized by degree of cemetery riddle
difficulty: easy (kid-friendly, takes about 1
hour),challenging (about 1.5 - 2 hours), and
deadly (takes about 2 - 3 hours, try if you
dare!).
Each team that purchases a packet ($25)
will be entered into a drawing for prizes.
Prizes include tour tickets, memberships,
Museum Store gift cards, and more. There
will be weekly prize drawings, and winners
will be notified by email.
All proceeds from the Holiday Hunt and
wreath sales benefit Historic Oakland
Foundation’s mission to preserve, restore,
enhance, and share Oakland Cemetery.
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IPNA Meeting Minutes: October 21, 2020 (Seventh Zoom
meeting)
President Amy Higgins called the IPNA meeting to order at 7:31 p.m.
[Note: between 7:31 and 9:34, the number of participants varied,
beginning with 42 people at the start of the meeting, and with a high of
around 50 people logged on at 8:23.]
Welcome/Introduction of newcomers
Forrest Briese, former owner of L5P Pizza (not a new neighbor, but
first-time meeting attendee) introduced himself and shared that the new
owners intend to expand and make the business more welcoming to the
community; look for a possible new liquor license (or transfer of agent
license – not certain yet). Little 5 Points Pizza has been in business for 40
years. Neil Kinkopf commended Mr.
Briese for being an active L5P representative and a good supporter of the
community.
Minutes of last meeting - Motion to approve September Meeting Minutes.
Seconded. Approved.
Police Officers’ Reports
Sgt. N. Moody (who has been on the APD 15 years and assigned to
Zone 6 for the past 3) reported that we have a new Major (Peter Ries)
and a new Captain (Zenolage). He stated that the APD has a new way of
reporting (using new public safety software “Mark 43”) and that they are all
getting used to the new system and will keep us posted as able.
1. His recent statement (letter to City of Atlanta COO) regarding street/
drag racing.
A brief discussion ensued, including multiple neighbors who confirmed
that this is a problem on their streets (Elizabeth, Lake, Dekalb, e.g.). Q:
WHY is this happening now? A: Amir referenced a NYTimes article (see
below) but also suggested that it was a “moment in time” resulting from
fewer people (cars and pedestrians) being on the street and people with
more free time because of Covid-19 plus added visibility for these “events”
through social media. Citations issued in the City of Atlanta for these
infractions reveal that most participants are coming from far away suburbs
and do not live here in the city
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/16/nyregion/loud-cars-noise-complaintsnyc.html
2. Renter’s Choice legislation
3. Regarding the recent proposed legislation by District 7 City
Councilmember Howard Shook (https://www.wabe.org/atlanta-citycouncilmember-proposes-ban-on-short-term-rentals-in- residentialneighborhoods/), Amir remarked that it was “Draconian” and he did not
believe it had strong enough support to pass. He noted that, in the city
of Atlanta, 21% of all Airbnbs reside in District 2 but that his office only
receives a handful (5 or so) complaints a year, and all

to street racing, she has participated in a zoom meeting with the ACLU
and various lawyers to see what changed in the law can be tweaked. They
don’t want to send people to jail, but being able to impound cars would be
useful.
President of the Midtown Neighbors’ Association Courtney Smith
has s President of the Midtown Neighbors’ Association has created a
petition calling for courts to reopen. This is not just a citywide but also a
nationwide phenomenon.
[Secretary’s note: Canada, too: https://www.blogto.com/city/2020/10/
toronto-street-racing-bust/ ]
Orrock also drew attention to the fact that, in reaction to protests
downtown, Gov. Kemp has built a 8 foot spiked fence around the capitol
building [https://www.gpb.org/news/2020/10/08/after-protests- georgia-willbuild-fence-around-capitol ] and is in the process of creating a “substitute
to expansion of Medicaid,” a proposal that would “shut off Georgians’
access to federal healthcare (healthcare.gov) and redirect buyers to
private insurance only.” Orrock reported that this new health system would
be exempted from meeting ACA standards, and will cost $30 million more
than an expansion of Medicaid, while serving fewer people. She urges
constituents to research this fully:
https://www.ajc.com/news/state--regional-govt--politics/kempmedicaid-plan-covers-thousands-but- not-most-georgia-poor/
HH4S8EzYyCrUkdoy6VGxtI/
Orrock has been involved in an environmental working group addressing
(among other things) distribution of coal ash: https://www.billtrack50.com/
BillDetail/1072664
Finally, Orrock urges neighbors to utilize the non-partisan Voter Protection
Hotline: 1-888-730-5816
Committee Reports
• Springvale Park - Beau Weidman gave an update on the Park’s ongoing
routine maintenance items, including a successful Work Day last Saturday
spent planting and mulching, filling in some gaps around the playground.
Issues such as wasps, kudzu and fast-growing invasive species like
hackberry trees continue to be a problem.
• Freedom Park Conservancy IP FPC representative Phillip Covin told
membership that the most recent Freedom Park Conservancy Public
Input Meeting from Oct 15 is available: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=jcPG3We1KbY
• Chris Curley gave an update for Little 5 Points Alliance, focusing on
a new task force to address the issue of homelessness in L5P, which
needs volunteers. Al Caproni added that there will be a global stakeholder
discussion around public safety and the Mini Precinct at the November
meeting.
IPNA officers’ reports

are easily resolved. His “counter” legislation proposal: https://
ipna.memberclicks.net/assets/docs/2020/Draft%20SRT%20
LegislationOct2020.pdf
Q: How is code enforcement planned for any of this legislation? A:
Communication to rental owners is first priority and city will work through
notifications. Q: NPU code enforcement has not been issuing citations
since March. What is fix? A: Courts need to reopen.
4. VOTE!
Senator Nan Orrock, Georgia Senate District 36 reported that, in regards
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President Amy Higgins reported on three items:
1.There will be an Arboretum (254 Elizabeth) workday on Saturday,
October 24; vols needed.
2. Amy thanked neighbor Dahlan Foah for the “Picnic in the Park” Concert
on Oct 17. Mr. Foah (who has lived in Inman park for 40 years) is the
conductor of Atlanta Musicians’ Orchestra, and members of this group
performed duets, trios and quartet performances to an audience of around
100 people in Springvale Park. This event was free, but membership is
encouraged to support both the Orchestra (https://www.amorch.com/
support-the-amo) and the Park (https://inmanparktrees.com/donate/) Many
thanks also to Elizabeth Street neighbor Alison Gordon, who organized

this fun and safe, no-contact event.
3. “Home for the Holidays” fundraiser update: The HftH Committee
has been busy bringing in fantastic auction items and preparing the
entertainment for this December 12th virtual auction, variety show and
fundraiser for Inman Park. Your tax-deductible ticket purchase to the event
will support the neighborhood - a way for IPNA to fund beautification,
sidewalks, lighting, security patrol, etc. in a year in which the budget is
negligible because the pandemic wiped out Festival. Tickets go on sale
(and you can start perusing auction items!) November 5th here: https://
inmanpark.home.qtego.net/
Amy Covin also announced that there will be flu shots available at the
Trolley Barn on Nov 6
Alison Gordon reminded everyone that Halloween signs (Yes/No for
Trick-or-Treating) will be available until 10/26 through this link: https://
forms.gle/JhWGmZdeY2ocY4VD8 and that the 10/31 Inman Park Little
Pumpkin Parade (our safe alternative to Trick or Treating for Halloween)
has reached capacity for will participants but would still welcome adult
volunteers. Many thanks to Target at Edgewood for sponsoring the candy.

to dedicate the $5000 discretionary grant to the mini-precinct with the
condition that we (IPNA) meet with CPNO, the L5P Alliance, and the
L5P Business Association to set quantifiable goals for cost-sharing and
fundraising and we that make progress on those goals over the coming
year. “
Motion to vote on FY2021 Budget as presented. Seconded. 35 in favor. 1
opposed. Budget passed.
VP for Communications - Melissa Miller reported that, because we can’t
have Porch Parties in a global pandemic, we will try a Zorch Party! Stay
connected in your community – join the Zoom 7:30p.m. on Friday, October
23rd. Link sent via Memberclicks.
Secretary - Julie Noble nothing to report Neil Kinkopf, NPU-N nothing to
report Old Business none
New Business none
President Amy Higgins motioned to adjourn the meeting at 9:34 p.m.
Seconded. Approved

VP of Historic Preservation - Sara Wittich introduced architect Adam
Stillman, who lead membership through the plans for 501 Seminole.
Property is applying for a Type 3 Certificate of Appropriateness and
requires a variance, removing an accessory structure at the corner of
the lot and replacing it with a new larger building. Variance is required
because the back of the lot is visible (bordered partially by “Julia Street,”
which is not really a functional street or alley but has not technically been
“abandoned by the city.”) Q: How did the immediate neighbors vote? A:
Support for this renovation was unanimous. Motion to support application.
Seconded. All approved.
VP for Zoning - Regina Brewer Discussion of proposed ordinance
regarding short term rentals occurred earlier in the meeting
Treasurer - Kay Kirsche walked through the proposed 2021 fiscal year
budget (see below). Without Festival and Wine Stroll (and not knowing
what Home for the Holidays may raise), our budget is lean. Primary
discussion involved the continued funding ($5k) for the L5P Mini
Precinct. As in similar discussion in September’s meeting, the value
and effectiveness was debated in the context of limited funds and the
evidence that IPNA has been shouldering a large part of this financial
burden for years. Q: Who are other stakeholders involved, and how much
are they contributing? A: The businesses in Little 5 Points (L5P Business
Assn.) and the CPNO are also stakeholders but have not consistently
contributed the same amount and should be asked to participate equally.
Q: To maximize value, could the building be used for other purposes when
the officer is not present? A: This concept is being explored. Q: Could we
ask for (as requested by IPNA below) measurable goals and quantifiable
data to prove effectiveness? A1: There is an “unquantifiable value of
police presence” and statistics are not salient. A2: The L5P Alliance will
work with all stakeholders to come up with a measurable device to prove
worth. Q: Can we reallocate Security Patrol funding? A: No, those funds
are earmarked; when neighbors join Security Patrol at a certain yearly
amount, those funds are allocated to SP.
The proposed budget was sent to membership on 10/15 with this note:
“The budget proposed at the September IPNA meeting included an
asterisk in the Little 5 Points mini- precinct row and $5000 in the IPNA
Board discretionary grant row. As you see in the September minutes, there
was some debate about whether or not to contribute to the mini-precinct
this year in light of our lack of Festival and questions about the miniprecincts overall effectiveness. The conclusion reached at the meeting
was that the Board would consider allocating the $5000 discretionary
grant to the mini-precinct after meeting with Al Caproni and Chris Curley
from the Little 5 Points Alliance and Richard Shapiro from the Business
Association. Our goal was to gather more information about how the
money was being used, who else was contributing and in what amount,
and what the relationship is between the Little 5 Points Alliance and the
Little 5 Points mini-precinct before making a decision. After speaking
with Al, Chris, and Richard, the Board agreed at our meeting last week
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Agenda

November 18, 2020
IPNA Meeting • 7:30 p.m.
Location: Zoom

Good to Know
I. Welcome & Introduction of Newcomers
III. Minutes of Last Meeting

Inman Park Neighborhood
Association (IPNA) membership:

IV. Announcements

Inman Park Neighborhood Association (IPNA)

V. Elected Officials’ Reports

membership: Available to those who live within

VI. IPNA Officers’ Reports

or own property within the boundaries of Inman

II. Police Officers’ Reports

A. President
B. Planning
C. Zoning
D. Historic Preservation
E. Public Safety
F. Communications
G. Treasurer
H. Secretary

Park. Membership is $5 with online registration at
inmanpark. org. Membership allows you to vote
(see bylaws online for details), gives you access to
the directory and makes you eligible for special
neighborhood events. In addition to being a member
of IPNA, you may register for the Inman Park Security
Patrol (IPSP) which staffs off-duty Atlanta Police officers
to patrol our neighborhood. There are four levels of
commitment beginning at $50 per year.

VII. Committee Reports

IPNA meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. on the 3rd

VIII. Old Business

Wednesday of each month at the Trolley Barn.

IX. New Business

IPSP membership is based upon a rolling annual

X. Adjourn

membership term. Your renewal date is one year from
your membership date and again every year after that.

Check inmanpark.org the day of the meeting
for any agenda updates

Websites
InmanPark.org

Want to be a part
of next month’s
Advocator?

InmanParkFestival.org
Facebook.com/InmanPark
Instagram: @inmanpark

Report All Crimes: Call 911
IP Security Patrol: 404-414-7802

If you have news to share with your neighbors in the July

L5P Mini-Precinct: 404-658-6782

issue of the Advocator, please send your submissions to
advocator@inmanpark.org before November 20.

L5P Business Association
www.little5points.com
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