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The Importance of the Southern Railroad Line
By Dennis Mobley • president@inmanpark.org

The IPNA bylaws, in their current form, describe Inman Park’s western boundary as,
“Starting at the intersection of Moreland Avenue and the Georgia Railroad Line and
proceeding in a clockwise manner along the Georgia Railroad Line west to the Southern
Railroad Line, then continuing north on the Southern Railroad Line to the southern edge of
the eastbound lane of Freedom Parkway...”
Somewhere in our collective past, this spur of track stopped servicing the industrial buildings along North Highland Avenue including the Grinnell Corporation (formerly the General Fire Extinguisher Company) and what appears to have been a Railway Express depot.
These sites are now known as the Grinnell Lofts and Parish Restaurant, respectively.

When Faye and I moved to Inman Park in 1997, the Grinnell building was vacant and Industrial Metals was forging steel
I-beams under the watchful eye of a large, faded, plywood Atlanta Braves tomahawk.
When the brains of our outfit (Faye) ordained in 2007 (after we practically gutted our DeGress Avenue house and rebuilt
it several times over) that we would be moving to a condo, I scrambled to find a building that would keep us both in the
neighborhood and still happily married to each other and not a 100-year-old house.
An Internet search revealed that local architects Lord Aeck Sargent were designing a three-story building that would
repurpose the old brick façade of the former Grinnell building but that would otherwise be a brand-new, modern building of 24 1- and 2-bedroom condominiums. We initially selected a top-floor unit (based on Alex Coffman’s professional
advice) facing east and one that would look out upon the only patch of green to be had (the weed patch formerly known as
the Southern Railroad Line).
continued on page 15

What’s Ahead for the Atlanta BeltLine
Join us at the August IPNA meeting to hear from Fred Yalouris, Director of Design for Atlanta BeltLine, Inc. Fred will
provide an update on several major Atlanta BeltLine projects, including the Westside Trail, the Eastside Trail Gateway,
urban farming and the Edgewood Avenue Bridge among others. If you have the opportunity, consider taking one of the
BeltLine tours (walk, ride or bike!) before hearing the latest at the meeting, and bring your BeltLine questions with you.
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Minutes of the July IPNA Meeting
By Janet Berry, Secretary • secretary@inmanpark.org
President Dennis Mobley called his second
meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.

Highland Avenue. BeltLine officers are also
targeting those routes.

Guest/Newcomers:
Christelle Evans was welcomed as a first
time attendee; she has been employed at “the
church” and has also lived across the street
for years.

Dennis applauded our officers and the
value of our IPNA Security Patrol.

Minutes
Motion was made, seconded and carried to
approve last month’s minutes.
Announcements:
Oreon Mann, proclaimed Dean of the
Associated Press by Dennis, reported that
Jim and Cathy Cook McKinney would host
the July Book Club. Wild: From Lost to
Found on the Pacific Crest will be discussed.
You are invited to 337 Drexel Avenue in
Decatur whether you have read the book or
not.
Pat Westrick announced the July Porch
Party would be held at 346 Copenhill
Avenue, parking is tight so consider walking
to Any Spine Chiropractic Center. Justin
Lucia will host this month. Bring a dish and
your favorite beverage (or walk and bring
many of them.)
Police Officers’ Reports
Captain Schierbaum, along with
Investigator Canup, spoke to the three
most common neighborhood crimes: Car
Break-ins, Burglaries and Robberies. Car
Break-ins were down for the first time
last month, however, the last two weeks
returned to recalcitrant late afternoon and
early evening incidents. With the sleeping
burglar incarcerated, only one burglary on
Montag Circle was noted. On June 28 and
June 30, a broken bottle was used to stab and
rob two innocents. The victims assisted in
a composite drawing, and an arrest for not
only robbery but for murder was achieved in
East Point. The perpetrator was identified out
of a line up of six. Ladies were robbed on
Lake Avenue, an attentive bystander snapped
photos of the wrongdoers. Two were charged
with robbery. Captain Schierbaum reiterated
that 911 calls count. If it does not “look
right,” call. We are the eyes and ears for the
police. Be observant. Zone 6 Officer Peek
reported that empathetic victims attended the
hearing of juvenile criminals. They chose
not to convict. In reality, the young men
were not new to crime having a history of
arrest. Officer Peek favors consequences
for crimes committed by criminals. Friday,
Saturday and Sunday officers are patrolling
“bar rows” on Edgewood Avenue and North

Elected Officials:
Jay Tribby, Chief of Staff for Kwanza
Hall, reported that an Infrastructure Bond
in March 2015 for 250 Million will soon
be in the news. Public structure needs
in the city are considered to exceed $1
billion, the City of Atlanta Budget is $580
million. Jay recommended two people from
every neighborhood vigilantly follow the
bond hearings. He hopes for discretionary
spending funds for every District. CID’s
will be considered; lists will start popping
up in September. In October and November,
prioritization of funds will be finalized.
Danny Feig Sandoval added that funding
for city plans is extremely competitive; the
KLEEN traffic plan is seeking not only city
bonds but also grants and other alternative
means of financing. Developers are hearing
from the city that funding is imminent, but
Danny considers that unlikely. At the top
of the city’s priority list is rebuilding MLK
Natatorium and also a Fire Station.
Committee Reports
Dennis Mobley, President
Last month Tonya Marlatt volunteered to
assist Morgan Shallcross. Morgan, due to
new and significant professional demands,
resigned his position. Tonya stepped right
in this week after the Executive Board
unanimously voted to appoint her to the
vacant role. As per Bylaw directives, a motion
was made to vote for Tonya’s appointment
to VP Zoning, it was seconded and approved
unanimously. Dennis welcomed Tonya to
the board; he thanked her for conducting the
“trial by fire” Immediate Neighbor Meetings
held this week. Dennis went on to promote
broader participation in committees, he asked
that volunteers step up to assist the Executive
Board.
Molly McLamb, V.P. Zoning
Molly invited anyone interested in Zoning to
call her; she would love to speak to you and
get you involved.
Barbara Leach, Treasurer
Report June 19, 2014 to July 16, 2014
Income
Membership Dues - $6,127.00
Film Company Contribution - $600.00
Banners - $80.00
Income - $6,807.00
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Expenses
Officers Public Safety - $10,490.00
Springvale Park - $1,250.00
Membership Directory - $2,505.00
Beautification - $1,780.00
Miscellaneous - $191.00
Expenses - $16,216.00
Total -- $-9,409.00
Barbara publicly called for Budget 2015
requests. Please contact her by the end of this
month.
Tonya Marlatt, V.P. Zoning
Tonya opened discussion for applicant of a
Liquor License, Kraig Torres. Hop City is
soon to be located at 99 Krog Street. Kraig
sought support for two licenses: first license is
for a package store selling 1100 wine choices
and 1900 beer choices, the second for on
premise sales of spirits, wine and beer. The
shop will occupy 2,400 square feet, which
includes 750 square feet of interior space for
on premise sales. Consumption in the common
area on premise will be Monday through
Saturday. The package store will operate seven
days a week. They are the top beer retailers
in the world, they specialize in craft beers,
operate in Birmingham and also on the west
side in Atlanta. A motion was made to approve
the neighbors’ recommendation to support
the licenses. Discussion included concerns of
neighbors who felt Paces Properties did not
honor conditions of approval for Krog Street
Market. A suggestion to write conditions of
approval for Kraig Torres’ Liquor License was
met with a point of clarification by Rick Bizot.
Rick stated that Liquor License support, unlike
zoning variances couldn’t contain conditions.
Immediate Neighbors Meeting approval of
support was 7 aye with 2 abstaining votes.
Motion was made, seconded and approved to
support the Immediate Neighbors by a 22 to 8
vote.
George Banks, a partner of Paces Properties
addressed concerns by neighbors who felt
that conditions promised during Krog Street
Market development were not honored. The
conditions of concern included outside heated
seating and removal of trees. George Banks
was asked to meet with the neighbors and
report back.
Rick Bizot asked for a vote to add El
Bandino, Xavier to the agenda. Motion was
made, seconded and carried. El Bandido’s
at 1083 Euclid Avenue, asked that parking
requirements be reduced from 59 to 43
spaces for the 100 seat proposed restaurant.
continued on page 14

Other Happenings to Note

On the Calendar

12th Annual Grant Park Summer Shade Festival

Saturday & Sunday, August 23-24 • Grant Park • summershadefestival.org

August

With a Saturday morning 5K run, an artist market, live music and a kids zone, all
you have to do is find a spot of shade to enjoy this late summer festival favorite.
The event also features Taquerias & Tequila, a ticketed tasting event.

20

2014 National Puppet Slam

August

Thursday - Saturday, August 28 - 30 • Center for Puppetry Arts • puppet.org
Treat yourself to the beauty, ingenuity and hilarity of the best puppet slams from
across the country. For the record, a puppet slam is a curated collection of shortform pieces of adult puppet theater. This is one puppet show that isn’t for the kids.

AJC Decatur Book Festival

Friday – Sunday, August 29 - 31 • Decatur • decaturbookfestival.com
Spend your Labor Day weekend with more than 300 authors in downtown
Decatur. The festival features readings, workshops, a children’s parade and more.

Community Recycling and Disposal Event

Saturday, September 13 • 10 am – 3 pm • 320 Irwin St NE • keepatlantabeautiful.org
Your one-stop solution for those hard-to-recycle items – electronics, paint,
Styrofoam, metals and even paper shredding. Visit keepatlantabeautiful.org for
details on what can be recycled and any fees.

26
August

28
August

29

Saturday, September 27 • Atlanta BeltLine Eastside Trail (Inman Park)
Visit more than a dozen businesses in just under a mile-long stretch of the Atlanta
BeltLine while sipping various vinos. See page 11 for ticket information.

Candler Park Fall Fest

Saturday & Sunday, September 27-28 • Grant Park •
Get your fall festival fix in Candler Park with live bands, 100+ artist booths, a
kids area, a 5K run and a tour of homes.

Freedom Farmers’ Market

Saturdays thru December 20 • 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. • freedomfarmersmkt.com
Freedom Farmers’ Market at The Carter Center, operated entirely by local
producers, is open every Saturday and features a local chef in a restaurant pop up
tent along with fresh and good produce, bakery goods, cheese, dairy and more.
Inman Park Advocator
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Book Club
Hosted by Jan Keith
see page 13 for details

NPU-N Meeting
L5P Community Center
7:00 p.m.

Porch Party
814 Virgil Street
7:30 p.m.
See page 8 for details

Sept

1

Sept

2nd Annual BeltLine Wine Stroll

IPNA Meeting
Trolley Barn
7:30 p.m.

17
Sept

25
Sept

26
Sept

30

Labor Day

IPNA Meeting
Trolley Barn
7:30 p.m.

NPU-N Meeting
L5P Community Center
7:00 p.m.

Porch Party
Save the Date!

Book Club
Hosted by Patty
McGuigan
see page 13 for details

Meet Our Asst D.A.

Public Safety Update
By Anthony Neu, V.P. Public Safety • public.safety@inmanpark.org

Hello Safety Enthusiasts!
Well this has been a great summer so far. I’ve seen so many people
out enjoying the great weather and our lovely outdoor spaces – which
brings me to the point of this month’s musings. We’ve a few concerning
incidents in the park nearest to the MARTA station. We had a brazen
daytime armed robbery and a scary late evening robbery of some young
people. What I want stress here is of course always be aware of your
surroundings but also that the IPSP is looking at what we can do improve
the safety of this area. I think everyone who has walked through the park
at night notices how dark it is, and we are looking at ways to improve the
lighting and hopefully make the park more secure. Our excellent IPSP
officers do make rounds though the parks on both day and evening shifts,
but of course cannot be there at all times.

Assistant District Attorney
Keith Lamar, Jr.
Education
Morehouse College (Political Science)
J.D. Thurgood Marshall School of Law, Texas
Southern University
Key Job Responsibilities
Community Prosecutor, Zone 6. Prosecuting repeat
offenders, primarily entering auto and burglary crimes.
In this role since February 2012.
My favorite thing about Inman Park
How organized the IPNA and neighborhood are,
and how knowledgeable about and active in the
community the neighbors are.
Best part of my job
Bringing peace to victims and the citizens of Fulton
County.
If I weren’t a prosecutor, I’d be
An entertainment lawyer or sports agent
My favorite sports team
Atlanta Falcons, Atlanta Hawks, Atlanta Braves (I root
for the home team!)
My idea of a perfect day
A day with no crime. For me, personally, though, it’s
relaxing at home with my family and playing with the
dog.
Best advice I ever received
Always be yourself
Superpower I wish I had
Be like Professor Charles Xavier from the X-men
Last Book I Read
A New Earth by Eckhart Tolle
Favorite Quote
Do unto others as you would have them do unto you
What I Most Want Inman Park Neighbors to Know
The Zone 6 police officers work very hard to keep
everyone safe, and whatever we can do as community
members to help them, I hope we do!

We also have noticed quite a few people who have been camping/
crashing in these areas. Unfortunately, they have not been very good
neighbors and leave behind trash. We are hopeful that improvements
to the various areas along the path will help to deter this behavior. As
always, me and my crack security team welcome any ideas...
On a more positive note, APD has made arrests in several incidents.
The perpetrator in the daytime robbery on the path near MARTA was
apprehended and identified by the victim. There also has been an arrest
in the daytime robbery on Lake Ave. that happened in April. Neither of
these arrests would have been possible without the good observations
of both the victims and bystanders. Let’s also give a round of thanks
to Investigator Canup for his hard work in securing the arrest of these
individuals.
Stay safe out there friends!

Inman Park Patrol Activity
July 2014
Directed Patrol..............................................................................724
Drop Ins/Park and Walks..............................................................399
Suspicious Person...........................................................................17
Residential Alarm..............................................................................8
Theft..................................................................................................6
Disturbance.......................................................................................3
Illegal Parking...................................................................................2
Vehicle Theft.....................................................................................2
Criminal Trespass.............................................................................2
Pedestrian Robbery...........................................................................1
Gun Shots..........................................................................................1
Abandoned Auto ..............................................................................1
Burglary............................................................................................1
Open Window / Door........................................................................1
Arrests (Pedestrian Robbery)............................................................1
Parking Citation................................................................................1
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659 Auburn Ave.
#105
Atlanta, GA 30312
$230,000
We are full service Realtors, call us for all your needs.
Beth Brennan

(404) 307-3998 • (404) 262-1234
bethbrennan@coldwellbankeratlanta.com

Inman Park Resident

Doris Robinson
(404) 606-1012 • (404) 262-1234
doristr@aol.com

Druid Hills Resident
©2014 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker
Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.
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Porch Party July 2014
Neighbors enjoyed a good time at the July IPNA Porch Party on Friday, July 25, which was hosted by Justin Lucia at 346 Copenhill.
IPNA Porch Parties are a regular gathering of neighbors held on the last Friday of most months of the year. The events are coordinated
by Pat and Richard Westrick, making them the folks to call if your porch wants to host a party anytime soon!

2
1

4

3
the next

Photo 1 (l to r): Alex Duncan, Sara Maffey
Duncan, Zachary LaVigne and Forrest Hicks.

Porch Party

August 29 • 7:30 p.m.

Photo 2 (l to r): Justin Davis, Destiny Winters
and Lindsey Hudson.

At the Home of Patty McGuigan &
Michael Robinson • 814 Virgil Street

Photo 3 (l to r): Pat Westrick, Richard Westrick
and Bob Morrison.

Bring a dish to share & your favorite beverage.

Photo 4 (l to r): Harlon Joye, Carol Joye
Perry, wJosie Starnes and Hilde Perry.

Your porch wants to host a party!
Call Pat or Richard Westrick to get on the schedule.
404.523.4801

Photos by Ben Mitchell, who was also kind
enough to take and share photos from last
month’s Fourth of July Party.
Inman Park Advocator
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Back-to-School Pool Party and Open House
Neighbors visited and shared stories of summer vacations at the Inman Park Pool Back-to-School Party and Open House while kids
enjoyed a last blast of summer before the start of school. Thanks to Susanna Capelouto for sharing these photos from the event. For
more information about the Inman Park Pool, visit inmanparkpool.com.

2
1

3

4

Photo 1 (l to r): Janice Zavitz Coleman, Jim Coleman, Rick Bizot, Ute Banse.
Photo 2 (around table, l to r): James McManus, Ellen McManus, Joe Castellano, Erica
Gonzales, Mark Jones, Tamara Jones.
Photo 3: Angela Carrington.
Photo 4 (l to r): Archie Kenane, Quinn Mulholland, Alison Rappaport, JD Capelouto.
Inman Park Advocator
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What A Circus!
By Pat Westrick • patwestrick@gmail.com
In the March-April, 1982, issue of The White Tops, the official magazine of The Circus Fans Association, Richard J. Reynolds, III wrote an
article remembering the last time Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus came to Inman Park in November of 1945.
It’s a wonderful article, filled with descriptive narrative of the then-11-year-old’s delight at attending an evening performance of The
Greatest Show on Earth. I have no idea where I got my copy of the article (although the late Betty Ridderhoff would have been a likely
source), but it is of interest to Advocator readers because of the details about the geography of what is now Inman Park Village and the
Atlanta BeltLine. And this great map, drawn by the author’s son, Michael Reynolds, showing exactly where the circus was. And it just
goes to show -- change is nothing new between Elizabeth and Irwin, North Highland and Lake!
Fun facts gleaned from the article:
• From 1889 through 1918, the
circus came to The Jackson
Street Showgrounds, a vacant
block bounded by Jackson,
Irwin, Boulevard and Old Wheat
Streets.
• In 1924, the Healey family, who
owned the property (which had
been used by the Atlanta Car Co
to repair railroad equipment),
decided to clear it and make
it available for traveling tent
shows. Ringling Brothers was
the first to use the newly named
Highland Avenue Showgrounds.
• Two streetcar routes served the
location: the Highland Avenue
Line and the Irwin Street Line.
The former ran from downtown
over the Highland Avenue Bridge
to the main entrance of the circus
and had been in service since
1889; the Irwin Street Line came
through a private tunnel under
the railroad at the rear of the
lot, ran along what is now West
Ashland behind the houses on
Lake, and ended at Lake and
Elizabeth Streets. It had been
operational since 1893.
• The Highland Avenue Bridge
was a metal truss bridge built in
1892. It was closed to vehicular
traffic in 1981 and torn down,
after which the current bridge
was built.
• High school football games were
often played at Ponce de Leon
Park in the fall (now Midtown
Square.)
• The old Southern Railway
tracks were called the Belt Line.
(Hmm…. catchy name!)
Inman Park Advocator 10 August 2014

What A Circus! continued
Fun facts continued:
• North of Highland, Elizabeth Street ran roughly parallel to the Southern Railroad’s belt line tracks and had a siding. – which makes it
sound as though the street extended beyond Bernina.
• In 1946, the Healey family sold the property to the Montag Brothers Stationery Company (later part of the Mead Corporation), which
completed construction of its factory in 1954.
Rumors and urban legends about The Circus in Inman Park:
• When the circus came to the Highland Avenue Showgrounds, some of the residents who lived along Lake Avenue used to feed the
performers out of their kitchens. (Quite likely this is true.)
• Jumbo the Elephant died during one of the circus performances and is buried under what was once the Mead parking lot. (Google
says this is not true, but what do they know?)

Springvale Pond Cleanup
T-Shirt Fundraiser
By Nathan Weiss • nathanskw@gmail.com
I am 13 years old and have lived in Inman Park for 11 years. My
favorite place in the neighborhood is Springvale Park. I recently
had my bar mitzvah, and for my tikkun olam (heal the world)
project, I am raising money for the Springvale Park Committee. I
fish there very often and there are many kinds of fish that live in
the pond, but it is terribly polluted. Often, dead fish and floating
trash are in the pond, which is terrible for the ecosystem. I have
already participated in cleanups and taught kids to fish there so
they will show respect for the pond. To raise money for a cleanup,
I made t shirts that you can buy from me. I am asking for a $15
donation per shirt. The photo shows what the shirts look like.
Please contact Nathan at nathanskw@gmail.com if you would like
a shirt. Free delivery included!

BeltLine Wine Stroll Tickets on Sale
By Eric Goldberg • Springvale Park Committee • ericgold@mindspring.com
Tickets for the second annual BeltLine Wine Stroll are now available online at
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/beltline-wine-stroll-tickets-7822125187. Last year,
tickets sold out in advance, so don’t wait too long to get yours for this year’s
event!
The mile-long wine tasting event will take place along the Eastside Trail of the Atlanta BeltLine on Saturday, Sept. 27, from 1 – 5
p.m. Attendees will visit over 15 restaurants and businesses, from Poncey-Highland through Inman Park to the Old Fourth Ward, while
enjoying sips of various vinos and discovering new venues along the BeltLine.
Proceeds from this event will benefit phase two improvement projects at Springvale Park as well as the Inman Park Security Patrol.
The following venues will feature a selected wine and light appetizers: Two Urban Licks, Authentique Home, City Issue, The Albert,
Savi Urban Market, Pure Taqueria, Barcelona Wine Bar, King of Pops, Nandina Home & Designs, Parish Foods & Goods, Atlanta
BeltLine Bicycle, Irwin Street Market, Serpas Restaurant, The Little Organic Market, Ladybird Grove & Mess Hall and Star Salon.
Special thanks to Liz Lapidus Public Relations for sponsoring the event.
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Atlanta Urban Design Commission (AUDC) Update
By Molly McLamb, V.P. Historic Preservation • historic.preservation@inmanpark.org
Please note: If you wish to perform any construction work
(beyond routine maintenance) on the exterior of a site, home, or
building in the Inman Park Historic District, you must contact the
AUDC to begin their review/approval process. Please contact
me at the email address above as early in the project as possible
to schedule immediate neighbor meetings and be placed on the
monthly IPNA meeting agenda, or for any questions related to
the historic regulations or approval process.

Application Deadline AUDC Hearing Date
Upcoming
Application
Deadlines

August 19

September 10

September 2

September 24

September 16

October 8

Recent AUDC actions on applications for Certificates of Appropriateness:
July 9, 2014

July 23, 2014

1. 876 Euclid Ave. Application for a Type III Certificate of
Appropriateness (CA3-14-182) for an addition and site work
and (CA3-14-183) for a variance to allow garage in a principal
structure that is visible from the street. Property is zoned R-5 /
Inman Park Historic District (Subarea 1) / BeltLine.

1. 65 Waddell St. Application for a Type III Certificate of
Appropriateness (CA3-14-172) for a variance to allow for an
addition taller than the existing house and with a higher ridgeline
and (CA3-14-171) for alterations and an addition. Property is
zoned R-5/ Inman Park Historic District (Subarea 1) / BeltLine.

Staff Recommendation: CA3-14-182 - Approve with
conditions. Commission Voted: Approved with conditions.
Staff Recommendation: CA3-14-183 - Approve with
conditions. Commission Voted: Approved with conditions.

Staff Recommendation (CA3-14-172): Approve with
conditions. Commission Voted (CA3-14-172): Approved with
conditions. Staff Recommendation (CA3-14-171): Approve
with conditions. Commission Voted (CA3-14-171): Approved
with conditions.

2. 1030 Austin Ave. Application for a Type III Certificate of
Appropriateness (CA3-14-187) for to allow an addition taller
than the existing house and with a higher ridgeline and (CA314-124) for alterations and an addition. Property is zoned R-5 /
Inman Park Historic District (Subarea 1) / BeltLine.
Staff Recommendation: CA3-14-187 – Approve with a
condition. Staff Recommendation: CA3-14- 124 – Approve
with conditions. Commission Voted: Deferred to the July 23,
2014 Commission meeting due to a loss of quorum

Please see the agenda on the back cover for applications
scheduled for this month’s IPNA meeting.
AUDC Contact Information:
Website: http://www.atlantaga.gov/government/urbandesign.aspx
Address: 55 Trinity Avenue, Suite 3350 • Atlanta GA 30335-0331
Phone: (404) 330-6145
Fax:
(404) 658-6734

Welcome New
Neighbors
Angela and Tom Pelletier
Dekalb Avenue
Tom Casady
North Highland Avenue
Annie and Vince Barany and daughter, Rumi
Euclid Avenue
Heather and Mitchell Powner
Austin Avenue

Get noticed. Advertise.
Contact us Today!
3300 Highlands Pkwy • Ste 100 | Smyrna, GA 30082
678.905.4842 | www.kda-communications.com
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Our Sympathy &
Condolences
Paula Mason (Washita Ave.),
on the death of her father
Lisa Yates (Degress Ave.),
on the death of her mother

Your Premier Handyman Service Company

Experienced Quality Craftsmen
Carpentry
Plumbing
Electrical
Drywall
Painting

Stephanie McCaa (Waverly Way),
on the death of her mother
Anne Nelson (Euclid Ave.),
on the death of her grandmother

Ceramic Tile
Small Jobs
Big Projects
New Light Fixtures
Bathroom/Kitchen Remodeling
Finished Basements
Ceiling Fans
Fencing
Wood Rot Repair
Commode Repair/Replacement
Flooring
Interior/Exterior Doors

...And Much More!

Carolyn Jordan-White (Virgil St.),
on the death of her mother (December
2013) and father (May 2014)

Proudly Serving Your Community

e-mail: atlanta400@andyoncall.com

We also would like to acknowledge the
passing last month of Marbury Stegall,
who, together with her husband Hance,
was a longtime resident of Spruce Street.

$100 OFF

$50 OFF

$25 OFF

Labor only. Present Coupon at time
of payment.

Labor only. Present Coupon at time
of payment.

Labor only. Present Coupon at time
of payment.

Any job over
$750

Any job over
$250

Any job over
$100

For Sale in Inman Park

Book Club Calendar
The Inman Park Book Club meets on the last
Tuesday of the month to discuss the featured
selection. Please bring a covered dish to share.
Visit inmanpark.org for the full 2014 schedule
and book selections, and contact Jan Keith
(404-688-7330) with any questions.

Amazing Space!

August

The Dry Grass of August
by Anna Jean Mayhew
hosted by Jan Keith at
889 Edgewood Ave.

Sept

Whistling Past the Graveyard
by Susan Crandall
hosted by Patty McGuigan at
824 Virgil St.

26
30

5 Bedrooms, 3-1/2 Baths, Great Entertaining Flow,
2-Car Garage, Low-Traffic Street,
Close to The BeltLine and Krog Street Market!
$639,000

Melissa Miller
404-276-7736
Pat Westrick
404-388-6466
Re/Max Cityside 404-371-4419
CELEBRATING 31 YEARS OF BRINGING INMAN PARK HOME!
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Transportation Committee Update
By Danny Feig-Sandoval • Transportation Committee Chair • danny@smallcarpenters.com
As of this writing, the formerly named Traffic Committee is now called the Transportation Committee. We are seeking new members to get
involved in the many projects we have going on in the neighborhood, so let me know if you would like to take an active role in what we are
doing. And here’s a look at the latest list of projects and where they stand:

1

The KLENH (Krog, Lake, Elizabeth, N. Highland Ave) traffic project study group met with officials at city hall on July 31 to discuss
what parts of the study we can get implemented. The city is also looking at a $250 million bond referendum in March and if it passes,
there could possibly be funding available from that.

2

The city is proposing to take over the cost of sidewalk repairs, which would relieve homeowners of this responsibility. This will be
part of a City Council working group in August to seek financing for that program.

3

The Moreland Avenue redesign project, which is looking at the section of Moreland from Dekalb Ave to McClendon, has been
assigned a project number. Based on my experience, this is a huge success. The GADOT will be hiring a design team soon to work on
this and we will be involved in this process.

4

Repaving of Dekalb Avenue has been on the books with the city for several months, but a task force from Lake Claire, Candler Park,
Inman Park, Old Fourth Ward, PEDS, and the Atlanta Bicycle Coalition has asked the city to delay the paving and do a complete study
of the design of this road from the Decatur line to Decatur St. The intent of the study is to look at possibly eliminating the suicide
(reversible) lane and having turn lanes, better sidewalks, and bicycle lanes. The task force has met with several City Council members
about this and an upcoming meeting with the Dept. of Public Works is scheduled to talk about expediting the study process.

On a budgetary note, our committee will be asking for a donation from Inman Park to PEDS (Pedestrians Educating Drivers on Safety) for
$2,000. This is the only organization in Atlanta that is totally focused on pedestrian safety and improving or sidewalks. When you see a sign
in a crosswalk reminding you to stop for pedestrians, when you see a blinking “beacon or hawk” signal telling you to stop for pedestrians,
when you hear that the city is trying to change the way it finances sidewalk repairs and installations (which relieves homeowners of that
responsibility) – these are all projects that were initiated by PEDS and without their hard work, would not have been implemented. I hope
we can support this effort, as we all know the condition of our sidewalks and how challenging it can be to be a pedestrian in this city. Finally,
we will also be asking for $5,000 in the budget as a discretionary fund to be available to work on all the above-mentioned Transportation
Committee projects.

Minutes of the July IPNA Meeting continued from page 4
Pat Westrick voiced concerns about voting
on an item not on the agenda. Parking in
L5P’s and all of IP are hot button issues. Four
conditions were agreed upon at the Immediate
Neighbors Meeting: no patio front or back,
20 dedicated spaces, enclosed garbage space
and valet parking. Neighbors voted in favor
of support. An emergency L5P’s meeting will
be held tomorrow. Rick asked for a vote to
direct him in NPU N’s meeting next week.
A vote for support failed 5-8. There was a
recommendation that the restaurateur defer
and further clarify his plans.
Tony Neu, V.P. Public Safety
Tony asked that neighbors be diligent in
educating their visitors. A key was left in the
vehicle stolen last week; other thefts included
laptops and computers visible in cars. Tony
announced the resurrection of the Beer
Chase. Event is planned for October 25, with
the date to be confirmed. A reputable event
coordinator has been contracted. Scott Evans
and Tony ask for suggestions and volunteers
to establish a steering committee.
Eric Goldberg has dedicated one half the

proceeds of the Wine Stroll to IPNA SP.
Wine Stroll will be held September 27.
Michaela Kendall, V.P. Planning
Michaela has plans to meet with the CID
group at the end of this month; Dennis
Mobley will also be attending the meeting.
Rick Bizot asked for a motion to reaffirm the
NPU Bylaws for 2014-2015. The tallied vote
was 34 to support with none opposed.
Danny Feig Sandoval, Traffic Chairman,
reported the change in the Traffic
Committee’s name to the Transportation
Committee. The city’s traffic plan for Krog
Street, Elizabeth Street, Lake Avenue, and N.
Highland Avenue (KLENH) transportation,
although approved will now seek funding
from the Infrastructure Bond in 2015
and other avenues. Danny is encouraged
by Mary Norwood’s move to change
sidewalk maintenance responsibilities
from homeowners to a city service. Also
encouraging, is a move to redesign Dekalb
Avenue by joint efforts of Chandler Park,
O4W, L5P’s and IPNA.
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Yvonne Merkel, V.P. Communications
Yvonne encouraged everyone to complete the
neighbor survey included in the Advocator.
The survey is more efficiently completed and
collected when taken online. Priorities, focus
and money will be directed in response to the
information collected from the survey. IPNA’s
website and database need to be taken to the
next level and decisions will be effected by
your input.
Yvonne continues to search for an Editor for
the Advocator. Please call her; she would love
to fill this important role.
Janet Berry, Secretary
Nothing to report.
New Business
Randy Bailey reported the death of Marbury
Stegall. Richard Westrick asked that
arrangements be made to amplify the sound
in the Trolley Barn.
Old Business
None
Meeting was adjourned at 9:10 p.m.

President’s Message
continued from cover
A funny thing happened on the way to Grinnell Unit 304: we
decided on a whim to walk into a second-floor unit overhanging
North Highland Avenue.
We both immediately knew we had found the best unit for us
(208). What we didn’t know is:
1. The weed patch would become the Atlanta BeltLine,
which we can still see from our south-facing unit;
2. North Highland Avenue would blossom into what many
call “the Village” which to me means the totality of apartments, condos, shops, restaurants, and offices that continues to grow (read: Inman Quarter); and
3. Yours truly would be asked to serve two years as IPNA
President.
What I take from all this is a golden opportunity, for the next
two years, to state the obvious:
• Our IPNA bylaws could benefit from another round of revisions, including recognition that our western boundary is in
fact the Atlanta BeltLine. And more important, let’s rejoice
that the days of the Southern Railroad Line are long gone,
as are the rusted tracks and the weeds.
• A key challenge for the IPNA, now and in the future, is how
to integrate and meld the Old and the New, the Inman Park
Restoration pioneers who busted The Road, with the literally hundreds of young people and empty nesters who, like Faye and me,
reside in “the Village” and who have effectively doubled the population of Inman Park. With more to follow!
Taking a fresh look at the bylaws is merely one way to do this. Stay tuned for further news and discussion on this. And let me know if
you want to help!
Editor’s note: As seen in this month’s headshot (on cover), IPNA President Dennis Mobley really loves the Atlanta BeltLine, or at least
the art along the way!

What was once the weed patch of the former Southern Railroad Line is now the Atlanta BeltLine. Photos by Dennis Mobley.
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NPU-N Update

NPU-N Members

By Rick Bizot • NPU-N Representative for IPNA
npu.n@inmanpark.org
Notes from the July 24, 2014 meeting:
Police Department: Ben McGee introduced:
· Lamar Hester, new Interim Director of the Community
Services unit, which also deals with Code Enforcment issues.
Contact info: 404-546-7511; lhester@atlantaga.gov
Public Works: Dennis Muma reported:
· Fox Bros.: They are investigating complaints regarding
parking and traffic around Fox Bros.
· Workshop: August 20 regarding the (3) pieces of proposed
legislation relating to public works (see descriptions below);
location: City Hall; time TBA.
Atlanta Community Court: Vanessa Hickey-Gales spoke on
behalf of The Restorative Justice Center, a nonprofit organization
that supports the alternative sentencing programs of the
Community Court Division of The Municipal Court of Atlanta.
Restorative Justice promotes the idea that the criminal justice
system can better serve the community by using alternative
sentencing options, such as community service, to allow
individuals charged with non-violent, low-level offenses “to give
something back” to their community. For more information or to
get involved, see their website at www.restorativejusticecenter.org
License Review Board:
· Kraig A. Torres (Hop City Package Store, 99 Krog St, Suite
D, Inman Park) New alcohol license request (beer and wine)
for new location. NPU Board voted unanimously to support.
· Kraig A. Torres (Hop City Bar, 99 Krog St, Suite E, Inman
Park) New alcohol license request (liquor, beer and wine) for
new location. NPU Board voted unanimously to support.
Zoning Review Board: all (4) following proposed Ordinances
were deferred by NPU Board to allow discussion/feedback at
IPNA and other groups in August:
· 659 Auburn Ave (StudioPlex) (Z-14-035), An Ordinance
by Zoning Committee to modify the PD-MU conditions.
(Review & Comment only) [NPU-M].
· Electric Vehicle Charging Stations (Z-14-026): To allow for
the development of electric vehicle charging infrastructure
in the City by adding definitions; allowing charging stations
as a permitted accessory use and structure; allowing vehicle
battery exchange stations as a permitted principal use in
certain districts (C, I, NC, MRC, MLKJr, and some SPI);
allowing charging stations to count as parking spaces (up to
10% of requirement); and adding general design standards
and criteria for signage, landscaping, etc.
· Signs Inside of Buildings (Z-14-044): To amend the signage
ordinance (Section 16-28A) with further regulations for
signs inside buildings but visible from a public right-of-way
(ROW). Recently, signs facing ROWs have been displayed
behind glass and have functioned as changing illuminated
general advertising signs in an attempt to circumvent the sign
ordinance. If not regulated, this would result in visual clutter
and negative effects on public safety.

The citizenry advisory council of this neighborhood
planning unit includes representation from the following areas:
Cabbagetown
cabbagetown.com

Poncey-Highland
ponceyhighland.com

Candler Park
candlerpark.org

Reynoldstown
reynoldstown.net

Druid Hills
druidhills.org

L5P Community Center
l5pccc.org

Inman Park
inmanpark.org

L5P Business Assn
little5points.com

Lake Claire
lakeclaire.org
· Fees for Urban Garden Permits (Z-14-045): To establish a
$30 application fee for Special Administrative Permit for an
Urban Garden as a primary use on a vacant lot.
Board of Zoning Adjustment:
· 1083 Euclid Ave NE (El Bandido) (V-14-059), seeking a
special exception from Zoning Regulations to reduce the
required on-site parking from 59 spaces (required) to 37
spaces to allow for expansion of an existing restaurant.
Applicant provided additional information at the meeting,
including clarification letter to City, revised site plan showing
45 parking spaces and proposed trash location, and an
outline of proposed valet parking arrangement. Applicant
also affirmed that the dumpster would be surrounded by a
solid CMU enclosure. NPU Board voted 6-3 to support the
application, conditioned on Site Plan D enlarged, approval by
Dept. of Public Works of the site plan/parking arrangement,
and provision of a wall around the dumpster.
· 998 Williams Mill Rd NE (V-14-125), seeking a variance
from Zoning Regulations to reduce the rear yard setback
from 15 ft. (required) to 10 ft. for a garage/carport. NPU
Board voted unanimously to support.
Special Events and Outdoor Festivals:
5 Arts Festival (Little 5 Points and Inman Park), Sept. 6, 2014.
Proposed new one-day festival would close Euclid Ave between
Moreland and Washita from 8am to midnight. Proposed venues
include live performance on Bass Field, with amplified sound
from 10am to 10pm. For more information see their website
www.5artsfest.com. Proposed event did not receive support
from L5PBA. NPU Board voted to oppose (6-0), with three
abstentions.
Candler Park Fall Fest 5k & Festival (Candler Park), Sept. 2728, 2014. NPU Board voted unanimously to support.
Masquerade at Krog Tunnel (Cabbagetown), Oct. 25-26, 2014.
Proposed event would close Krog St. Applicant did not appear
before CNIA. NPU Board voted unanimously to oppose.
Candler Park Movie Nights (Spring 2015) (Candler Park), May
2, 9, 16 and 23, 2014. NPU Board voted unanimously to support.
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NPU-N Update continued
Other Matters:
· Lake Claire Park Plan: A draft plan for improvements to Lake Claire Park was presented for comment. Proposed improvements
include improved entryways, ADA access, new tennis court surface, playground and drainage improvements and new walking path
with fitness stations.
Text Amendments, Ordinances and Resolutions:
· Three (3) Proposed Ordinances for the Dept. of Public Works: All (3) following were deferred by the NPU Board to allow
discussion/feedback at IPNA and other groups in August [please note that the July Advocator update incorrectly reported that 2 of
these had received votes of support in June; they were deferred]:
◦ Sidewalk Fee Revisions (14-O-1240): An Ordinance to increase residential sidewalk installation fees charged to adjacent
property owners when the City of Atlanta directly provides the installation services. Proposed increase is reported to be 164%
(from $3.90 to $10.28/SF).
◦ Infrastructure Maintenance Fee (14-O-1241): An Ordinance to impose a fee for commercial solid waste haulers. The
City incurs costs to maintain the infrastructure used by these haulers without recompense. The legislation will allow for data
collection and oversight of such users. The fee is typically charged in major metropolitan areas.
◦ Pavement Degradation Recovery Fee (14-O-1242): An Ordinance to establish a fee structure for cutting a street. The purpose
of the fee is to recapture the lost value of the degraded street since intrusion into the road base decreases the expected life cycle
of a street.
· 280 Elizabeth wine shop exception (14-O-1307): An Ordinance to Amend Chapter 10, Article II, Section 10-92(b) of the City of
Atlanta Code of Ordinances so as to provide an exemption from the distance requirements identified in Section 10-88.1 of the City
of Atlanta Code of Ordinances for One Wine Specialty Shop to sell wine located at 280 Elizabeth Street and for other purposes.
Ordinance received support at IPNA. NPU Board voted unanimously to support.
NPU-N Executive Committee meets on the fourth Thursday of every month, January through October. The November and December
meetings for 2014 will be set to avoid conflict with holidays. The meetings begin at 7:00pm in the Little Five Points Community Center.
Next meeting: Thursday, August 28, 2014. All are welcome to attend.

Connecting Local Businesses to Your Neighborhood.
A/C & Heating Services

Orthodontists

Painting

R & D Mechanical Services - 770-917-1795

Wilson Orthodontics
Cleveland - 706-865-0081
Flowery Branch - 770-967-8462
Gainesville - 770-536-0882

Painting Plus - 404-382-9988

Smiles Forever
Dacula - 678-318-3180
Flowery Branch - 678-960-2600

Plumbing

Outdoor Furniture

Swimming Pools

Early Learning/Child Development
Primrose School of Five Forks - 770-985-0028

Golf Carts/Sport Vehicles/Grills
All Pro Carts - 678-384-4945

Home Theater/Automation
Atlanta Audio & Automation - 404-602-0559

Hospital/Health Systems

Georgia Patio - 770-751-5800

Northeast Georgia Medical Center
www.nghs.com

Outdoor Kitchen/Fireplaces/Gas Logs

Landscape Borders

Outdoor Lighting

Georgia Borders - 678-369-8894

The Mad Hatter - 770-740-8133
Night Vision - 678-500-8099

Outdoor Living
Leisure Time Decks - 404-935-0212
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Pest Services
Community Pest Solutions - 678-383-1649
Dupree Plumbing - 770-872-0476
Greenlee Plumbing - 678-954-1781
Unique Outdoor Concepts - 678-608-3000

Tree Services
AKA Tree Removal - 404-496-5405

Under Deck Systems
Undercover Systems - 678-608-4384

Agenda
August 20 , 2014 Meeting
IPNA Meeting • 7:30 p.m. • Babysitting Available
The Trolley Barn • 963 Edgewood Ave NE

I.
II.
III.
IV.
V.
VI.

Welcome & Introduction of Newcomers
Minutes of Last Meeting
Announcements
Police Officers’ Reports
Elected Officials’ Reports
IPNA Officers’ Reports
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.

President
Historic Preservation
Treasurer
Zoning
Public Safety
Planning
1. Atlanta BeltLine: An Update on Major Projects –
		 Fred Yalouris, Atlanta BeltLine, Inc.
2. Studioplex Rezoning Plans – Caleb Racicot,
		Tunnell-Spangler-Walsh
G.
H.
VII.
VIII.
IX.
X.

Communications
Secretary

Committee Reports
Old Business
New Business
Adjourn

Good to Know
IPNA Membership: Open to
everyone, including non-residents.
Membership year is May 1-April 30 though
you are welcome & encouraged to join
or renew at anytime. First year is free.
Membership has its rewards: allows you
to vote (see bylaws online for details) and
is your invitation to the Holiday Party &
other events. Pay online or send a check
to the address on the front page. Online
applications are available.
IPNA meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. on
the 3rd Wednesday of each month at The
Trolley Barn.
IPSP membership is based upon a rolling
annual membership term. Your renewal
date is one year from your membership
date and again every year after that.

Websites
InmanPark.org
InmanParkFestival.org
Facebook.com/InmanPark

Report All Crimes: Call 911
IP Security Patrol: 404-414-7802
L5P Mini-Precinct: 404-658-6782

L5P Business Association
www.little5points.com

Want to be a part of next month’s Advocator?
If you have news to share with your neighbors in the August issue of the Advocator, please
send your submissions to advocator@inmanpark.org before August 20.
We are still seeking an editor for the Advocator. If you are interested in this role, or simply
enjoy writing or photography and would like to contribute your time and talents to bringing
the Advocator to your Inman Park neighbors every month, please contact IPNA VP of
Communications Yvonne Merkel at communications@inmanpark.org or 404.285.8283.
Inman Park Advocator 18 August 2014

